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possessed not the affection of a
mother. See him in the sick
ward of a workhouse, without a
friend in the world, for those
who are paid for their attentions
can scarcely be called friends ;
see him drawing near to the
grave ; no comfort reaches his
heart ; no. bright hope of eter-
nal life, through the mercy
and sacrifice of the Redeemer,
sparkles in his eye ; no faith in
the promises of God supports
him; aud no joy on account of
the glory of heaven animates his
spirit ! Unconscious that death
and eternity are near, by little
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and little he loses his strength,
and the last sound that leaves
his lips is the singing of his
idiot song. Perhaps, as his un-
adorned coffin is carried round
the corner of the street, on its
way to the churchyard, it is
met by some of the thought-
less school-boys, who, on asking
who they are carrying to the
grave, are told that it is the poor
idiot boy, whom they used so
cruelly to' torment. Can you
envy them their feelings? or,
rather, should you not turn pale
if you were one of them ?
Perhaps you never knew an
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. b - Tae Board of Directors of the Pennsylvania Training School for Feeble-Minded

Children, are under the necessity of appealing to the liberality of their fellow-citizens,
[n having recourse to the sympathy and aid of this commuttity on behalf of feeble-minded
and idiotic youth, the Directors feel that they present a claim for relief, to which many
considerations of humanity, duty, and Christian charity, unite in giving force.

No form of affliction which, in the dispensations of an inserutable Providence, is
permitted to visit the family circle, is more distressing, or has been heretofore more
irremediable, than the physical and mental imbecility of its youthful members. Almost
every other cause of grief has its limit of duration, or some means of mitigation ; but this
is a continning sorrow, banizshing domestic happiness, and causing a desolation worse than
bereavement.

Family arrangements, seldom among the rich, and never among the poor, meet the
case of the imbecile child; and without such special provision for it, as is made by the
establishment of the Training School, its condition must indeed be hopeless and dis-
tressing,

Few persons are aware of the laree nuomber of the class of unfortunates, for whose . Sy . _ s LT The
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ind is now fairly established, as one of the mecessary and most useful institutions of the
State. The results of its beneficent system have been highly satisfuctory; and the
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