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To make better known and more accessible 
the often hidden archival collections in the 
many small, primarily volunteer-run 
historical repositories in the greater 
Philadelphia area, such as local historical 
societies, historic sites, and small museums 
with archival collections 
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 Promote findings of project to historical community 
and archival profession 
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Provide advice & assistance, where possible offer training 
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There are an estimated 120-150 small archival 
repositories in five-county Philadelphia area 

  

  

 Be a private, non-profit institution whose primary 
mission is history related  

 Not employ a full-time professional archivist 

 Have archival collections available to the public 

 

 

 

 



o Phase One:  14-month pilot project, July 2011- 
September 2012, focusing on two counties: 
Philadelphia & Montgomery  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



o Phase One:  14-month pilot project, July 2011- 
September 2012, focusing on two counties: 
Philadelphia & Montgomery  

 

o Phase Two:  2-year project, October 2012-
October 2014, focusing on entire five-county 
Philadelphia area: Bucks, Chester, & Delaware 
Counties, and remaining repositories in 
Philadelphia & Montgomery Counties 
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Phase I Results (through September 2012) 

 
 Identified some 60 eligible repositories in Philadelphia & 

Montgomery counties 

 

 Surveyed & assessed archival holdings of 47 repositories: 

541 collections totaling 4,666 linear feet of materials 

 

  Created summary finding aids to 541 collections; posted these     
finding aids to publicly accessible online searchable database 

 
 Issued detailed reports to repositories, including collections 

descriptions & assessments and information for managing their 
archival holdings 

 

 

 



47 Repositories Surveyed in Phase I 



Montgomery County 
Conshohocken Historical Society 
Goschenhoppen Historians, Inc. 
Highlands Historical Society 
Historical Society of Fort Washington 
Historical Society of Montgomery County 
The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville,  
Perkiomen Valley 
Historical Society of Whitpain 
Horsham Preservation and Historical Association 
John James Audubon Center at Mill Grove 
Landsdale Historical Society 
Limerick Township Historical Society 
Lower Merion Historical Society 
Lower Pottsgrove Historical Society 
Millbrook Society 
Montgomery Township Historical Society 
Old York Road Historical Society 
Pennypacker Mills 
Plymouth Meeting Historical Society 
Pottsgrove Manor 
Pottstown Historical Society 
Spring-Ford Area Historical Society 
Springfield Township Historical Society 
St. James Community History Center 
Sunrise Mill 
Union Library of Hatboro 
Upper Moreland Historical Association 

Welsh Valley Preservation Society 
Wissahickon Valley Historical Society 
Worcester Historical Society 

Philadelphia County 
1st Regiment Infantry Museum 
American Swedish Historical Museum 
Awbury Arboretum 
Bridesburg Historical Society 
Byberry Library 
Chestnut Hill Historical Society 
East Falls Historical Society 
Eastern State Penitentiary 
Fairmount Park Historic Resource Archives 
Fireman's Hall Museum 
Germantown Historical Society 
Glen Foerd on the Delaware 
Grand Army of the Republic Civil War Museum 
and Library 
Historical Society of Tacony 
John Bowman Bartram Special Collections 
Library 
John J. Wilcox Jr. GLBT Archives of Philadelphia 
Morris Arboretum 
Mummers Museum 
Philadelphia Sketch Club 
Roxborough-Manayunck/Wissachickon     
Historical Society 
Ryerss Museum and Library 
Strawberry Mansion 
Woodford Mansion 
The Woodlands Mansion and Cemetery 
 



Phase I (through September 2012): 47 repositories  
in Philadelphia & Montgomery Counties 

Yellow = 
Historical 
societies 
(22) 
 

Red = 
Historic  
sites (14) 
 

Blue = 
Museums 
(6) 
 

Green = 
Other (5) 
 







http://dla.library.upenn.edu/dla/pacscl/ancillary.html?id=collections/pacscl/repositories2 



PACSCL Finding Aid Website  

 

Browsing  
Capabilities 
 

 Repository 

 Subject 

 Location 

 Name 

 Date 

 Creator 

 And more… 





PACSCL Finding Aid Site  

Small Repositories Collections Descriptions 
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Project websites: 

http://hsp.org/hcipsar/ 

http://dla.library.upenn.edu/dla/pacscl/ancillary.ht
ml?id=collections/pacscl/repositories2 

 

Social Media: 

http://www.facebook.com/HCIPSAR 

http://twitter.com/HCIPSAR 

http://picasaweb.google.com/HCIPSAR 

http://hsp.org/blogs/archival-adventures-in-small-
repositories  
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