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Images From the Past activity  

 

 

• This activity is designed to help students learn how to analyze historic images.  

• Directions: Use the History Detective Chart to help students analyze Images 1 – 8. Start by using Image 1 and 

answer the questions on the Chart. Start from the top of the Chart and answer the first question. Then follow 

the arrows until you reach the bottom of the Chart.     
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Images from the Past: History Detective Chart        
  
              

            Black and White or Color?   

         Pre – 1960s         Post 1960s  

  People     or     Landscape? 

What are they wearing?       City  or  Nature?  

Uniform  or  Civilian Clothing?      

Military  or  Other?      Rich  or  Poor ?     Modern Buildings  or  Not?  

Post 1900   Pre 1900 

Using Industrial or Modern Equipment  or  Not?                   Are there any symbols?    Are they working  or  not?           
                       

 

World War I or After    Pre World War I 

                  Inside   or  Outside?     Everyday Scene  or  Special Occasion?   

   Women  or     Men?        

          Factory  or  Other?       Farm  or  City?         

                         Protest, Rally, or celebration? 

Using modern equipment?      Using modern tools?  

Navy  or  Army?      Yes   No       Yes    No   Are they holding anything?  

      World War I or post        pre-World War I    

        Are Women Working  or  Men?   World War I or After    Pre World War I 

 

             

        Sewing, doing hard labor, or welding?      Are Women Working   or  Men 
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Image 1:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: http://airandspace.si.edu/explore-and-learn/multimedia/detail.cfm?id=1008  
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Image 2:  

 
 

Source:  http://www.retronaut.com/2013/05/belgian-coalminers-in-a-lift/  
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Image 3:  

 

 
Source: http://www.retronaut.com/2013/07/gas-mask-neighbours/ 
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Image 4: 

 

 

Source: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/fsa/item/fsa1997000358/PP/  
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Image 5: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/pan/item/2007660460/  
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Image 6: 

 

 

 

 

Source: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/anedub/item/2003652513/  
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Image 7: 

 

Source: http://digitallibrary.hsp.org/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/9899 

 

http://digitallibrary.hsp.org/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/9899
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Image 8: Some images may not be authentic … 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Source: http://www.wallpaperhi.com/Video_Games/Star_Wars/star_wars_world_war_ii_historical_1500x938_wallpaper_49716  
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Image 9:  

 

 

Source: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cwpb.04337/  


