
 

Franklin’s Magic Square 
 
The following is an 8 × 8 magic square using the numbers 1 through 64 
designed by Benjamin Franklin. The sum of each row, column, and diagonal 
is 260. Try to fill in the blank spaces to complete the square. Hint: Begin 
with the rows or columns missing only one number. 
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In addition to the rows, diagonals, and columns, Franklin’s magic square 
contains other ways of reaching the sum of 260. One is with “bent rows” that 
are in the shape of a “V.” Try to identify at least one of these unusual 
diagonals. 
 

 

 A
nsw

ers:  
B
lan

k 
sq

u
ares 

b
eg

in
n
in

g
 

w
ith

 th
e to

p
 

ro
w

 an
d
 

read
in

g
 left 

to
 rig

h
t, to

p
 

to
 b

o
tto

m
: 

2
9
, 3

, 3
0
, 2

1
, 

1
1
, 2

2
, 5

8
, 

2
3
, 5

7
, 4

0
, 

6
3
, 4

9
, 3

2
. 

 


