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Arrive- 
______ Sam’l Nixon new name Thos. Bayne safely arrived in Company with Henry 
Baker now Chas. Lightfoot both from Norfolk. Sam’l had followed the profession of 
Dentistry in the service of Dr. C. J. Martin who owned him. As a workman he had 
gained a good reputation and attended too the principle part of the mechanical 
department of his Master’s large business. Often was allowed to go off at a distance 
to fulfill his Masters engagements. The business being worth $3000 a year, Sam’l 
thought that he had been worth at least $1000 a year to the master. As he could 
read, write & cipher1 well, and had often to attend to the books, he concludes that 
his estimate was by no means exaggerated. 
 In stature, he is rather below the medium size, complexion quite dark, 
intelligent face, ready talker & of quick motion, age 31- left a wife, Edna, daughter 
Elizabeth- both slaves to E.P. Tabb, hardware merchant of Norfolk- He was not at 
liberty to make known to his wife that he was about to leave so he left by stealth 
altogether. 
 Many Sam’l had helped to gain their freedom ere2 he sought his own. The 
cause of his availing himself of the present opportunity was induced through the fear 
that he would be arrested if he remained- several times he had been sold on the 
block especially in his younger days had known the smarts of the severest abuse. 
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1 to calculate 
2 before 
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