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The Indian Rights Association (IRA) 

& Herbert Welsh 
 

 Herbert Welsh established the Indian Rights Association in 1882. 

 The IRA worked to ensure the well-being of Native Americans.  

 Welsh’s role with this organization greatly influenced American Indian policy in the 20th 

century and became the primary source of information for non-Indian audiences on 

Native American affairs. 

 John Baxter Harrison, a Unitarian minister and abolitionist, also contributed writings to 

the IRA’s cause. 

  
Primary Sources: 
 
Civilization among the Sioux Indians: report of a visit to some of 
the Sioux reservations of South Dakota and Nebraska 
by Welsh, Herbert, 1851-1941. 
Call Number: PAM E 99 .D1 W461 1893 
 
Four weeks among some of the Sioux tribes of Dakota and 
Nebraska: together with a brief consideration of the Indian 
problem 
by Welsh, Herbert, 1851-1941. 
Call Number: E99.D1 W463 1882 
 
Report of a visit to the Navajo, Pueblo, and Hualapais Indians of 
New Mexico and Arizona 
by Welsh, Herbert, 1851-1941. 
Call Number: PAM E 93 .W461 R425 1885 
 
[Indian Rights Association] 
Abstracts detailing recent activities toward civil service reform by the Indian Rights Association. 
Signed: Herbert Welsh 
Published 1887, Indian Rights Association 
Call Number: PAM E 93 .W461 I397 1887 
 
A brief statement of the objects, achievements and needs of the Indian Rights Association 
Call number: PAM E 93 .W461 B853 1887 
 
Report of a visit to the great Sioux reserve, Dakota: made during the months of May and June, 
1883 : in behalf of the Indian Rights Associations  
Published 1883, by the Indian Rights Association Executive Committee 
Call number: PAM E 99 .D1 W461 1883 
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Herbert Welsh Collection, 1759-1935 
Contains correspondence, financial and legal documents, essays, speeches, activist files, 
journals, diaries, scrapbooks, broadsides, serials, brochures, pamphlets, photographs, prints, 
drawings and more.  Also contains materials he collected regarding the Armenian Genocide.  
Collection Number: 702 
 
Address 
"In the Old Moravian Chapel, Bethlehem, Pa., Wednesday evening, November 19, 1913. A 
good attendance. Topic of the speaker, 'The present needs of the Indian.' Points of lecture." 
"From the Bethlehem Times." 
by Herbert Welsh 
Call number: PAM E 98 .C89 W461 1913 
 
The latest studies on Indian reservations 
by Harrison, Jonathan Baxter, 1835-1907., Published 1887 
Call Number: E93.H319 L351 1887 
 
The colleges and the Indians 
by Harrison, J. B. 1835-1907., Published 1886 
Call Number: PAM E 93 .H318 C697 1886 
 
Secondary Sources: 
 
The Indian Rights Association: the Herbert Welsh years, 1882-1904 
By William Thomas Hagan, published 1985 
Call number: E 93 .H34 1985 

 


