
RESOURCES ON AFRICAN IMMIGRATION
 
FILM AND VIDEO 
 
An African in America. Produced by Alfred N. Mutua. 58 minutes. Wehman Video.  

“Adventure” story by a Kenyan journalist in Spokane, Washington about life in the United States 
from an African perspective.   
 

Exodus from Africa. Produced by Sorius Samura. 43 minutes. Insight News Television. 2001. Video. 
Documentary about sub-Saharan Africans who flee to seek asylum in Europe. 

 
The Language You Cry In. Produced/Directed by Alvaro Toepke and Angel Serrano. 52 minutes. California 
Newsreel. 1998. Video.  

Documentary examines the historic relationship between Africa and America by tracing a song 
from Gullah culture to Sierra Leone. 

 
Little Senegal. Directed by Rachid Bouchareb. 97 minutes. Tadrart Films (France). 2001.  Feature film. 

Story about a man in Senegal, working as a tour guide at a historical site where slaves were taken 
to America, who heads to New York City to trace his own family’s history in America. 

 
Taxi from Timbuktu. Directed by Christopher Walker. 51 minutes.  First Run/Icarus Films. 1994. Video.  

Documentary about men from Batama, a village in Mali, who seek work in New York, Paris, and 
Tokyo. 

 
SOUND RECORDINGS 
 
Various Artists. Safarini in transit: Music of African Immigrants. 2000. Smithsonian Folkways Recordings. 
 
PERIODICALS AND NEWSPAPERS 
 
The African Voice. Cosmic Publications, 5010 Anntana Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21206. 
http://www.usafricanvoice.com. 

Monthly magazine featuring news from the African continent 
 
The African Sun Times. African Telecom Holdings, Inc. 299 Broadway, Suite 716, New York, NY 10007. 

“Africa’s Weekly World Newspaper” 
 
BOOKS AND ARTICLES 
 
Adelman, H. and John Sorenson.  1994.  African Refugees.  Boulder, CO: Westview Press. 
 
Amoo-Dodoo, F.N.A.  1997. Assimilation Differences among Africans in America. Social Forces 76(2): 
527-546. 
 
Apakru, Kofi.  1994. African Émigrés in the United States: A Missing Link in Africa's Social and Economic 
Development. New York: Praeger. 
 
Arthur, John A. 2001. Invisible Sojourners: African Immigrant Diaspora in the United States. New York: 
Praeger. 
 
Ashabranner, Brent and Jennifer Ashabranner. 1999. The New African Americans.  Linnet.  

For younger readers grade 6 and up. 
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Bryce-Laporte, R. 1972. Black Immigrants: The Experience of Invisibility and Inequality. Journal of Black 
Studies 3: 29-56. 
 
Gordon, April.  1998. The New Diaspora - African immigration to the United States. Journal of Third 
World Studies 15 (1): 79-103. 
 
Holtzman, Jon D.  2000. Nuer Journeys, Nuer Lives: Sudanese Refugees in Minnesota. Needham Heights, 
MA: Allyn and Bacon.  
 
Lindsay, Beverly, ed. 1985.  African Migration and National Development.  University Park: Pennsylvania 
State University Press.  
 
Makinwa-Adebusoye, P.K.  1995.  Emigration Dynamics in West Africa. International Migration 33(3-4): 
435-467.  
 
McSpadden, Lucia Ann. 1999.  Negotiating Masculinity in the Reconstruction of Social Place: Eritrean and 
Ethiopian Refugees in the United States and Sweden. In Engendering Forced Migration: Theory and 
Practice, ed. Doreen Indra. New York: Berghahn Books. 
 
McSpadden, L. and H. Moussa.  1993.  “I have a name”: The gender dynamics in asylum and resettlement 
of Ethiopian and Eritrean refugees in North America. Journal of Refugee Studies 6(3): 203-25. 
 
Perry, Donna L. 1997. Rural Ideologies and Urban Imaginings: Wolof Immigrants in New York City. 
Africa Today 44 (2): 229-260.  
 
Stoller, Paul. 1996. Spaces, Places and Fields: The Politics of West African Trading in New York City's 
Informal Economy. American Anthropologist 98: 776-88.  
 
Stoller, Paul. 1999. Jaguar: A Story of Africans in America. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  
 
Wamba, Philippe E. 2000. Kinship: A Family's Journey in Africa and America. New York: Plume.  
 
Ungar, Sanford J. 1995.  Getting Down to Business: The Ethiopians and the Eritreans.  Fresh Blood: The 
New American Immigrants, 247-272.  
 
 
WEB  
 
African Studies Center, University of Pennsylvania. African Studies WWW.  
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/African_Studies/AS.html 
 
Library of Congress. The African-American Mosaic, A Library of Congress Resource Guide for the Study 
of Black History and Culture. http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam003.html. 
 
SchoolNet Digital Collection Program, Industry Canada. A Sense of Belonging: Somali Settlement 
Experiences in Canada. http://collections.ic.gc.ca/somalia/index.html. 
 
Smithsonian Institution. African Immigrant Folklife Study Project. 
http://www.si.edu/folklife/vfest/africa/about.htm. 
 
University of Maryland, College of Information and Services. Immigrant Communities in Maryland. 
http://www.clis.umd.edu/~mddlmddl/791/communities/html/africanmd.html. 
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Women at the Sudanese Society picnic, Foirmount Park, 2001. Photography by Vera Viditz-Ward 
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