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Journal C of Station No. 2 
William Still 
1852-1857 

Vigilance Committee of Philadelphia, PAS Papers, HSP 
 
Sept. 23 1853  Philadelphia 
Arrived- John Henry Hill, from Petersburg Va. He is 26 yrs of age- remarkably fine 
looking- intelligent- reads and writes- and by trade is a carpenter- on the 1st of last 
Jan’y after having paid the monster who claimed him $150 for his years hire- he was 
taken by James Mitchell to an auction in Richmond and without (the owner) giving 
him the least intimation of his cruel intention (that) he was to be sold. So just as 
they were taken Hill in(to) the auction house- fearing that he might grow unruly, at 
seeing himself exposed for sale, his claiment1 laid hands on him- at which he grew 
desperate and fought four or five (men) so terribly with his fist, feet & knife, that he 
(Brought forward) terrified his enemies and fled- was secreted 9 mos. after which a 
passage was procured for him on the C. of R.1 at the expence of $125- He left a wife 
and two children who were all free. 
      Expences   2.00 
 
October 25 1853 Philadelphia 
Shipped to John H. Hill of Toronto, one large box of goods from his wife- paid by 
express.           
          4.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________ 
1 Claimant  
2 City of Richmond Steamship 
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