Thaddeus Stevens

- Fought for emancipation, black fighting units and black suffrage before, during and after the
Civil War

- Opposed secret societies, particularly the Masons

- Helped draft the 14th amendment (granted citizenship to “all persons born or naturalized in the
United States,” which included former slaves recently freed. In addition, it forbids states from
denying any person "life, liberty or property, without due process of law" or to "deny to any person
within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.”)

- Proposed impeachment of President Andrew Johnson

Primary Sources

The Selected Papers of Thaddeus Stevens (Volumes 1 and 2)

v. 1. January 1814-March 1865, Volume one covers Steven’s political career from his Vermont
youth to the end of the Civil War. It includes letters and speeches from his early days as a
Gettysburg lawyer and as a representative in the Pennsylvania assembly through his antislavery
efforts to the 1865 passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, freeing all slaves.

v. 2. April 1965-August 1968, Volume two covers Steven’s later years during the tumultuous
period from the end of the Civil War to his death in1868. It includes letters, speeches, and
remarks Stevens delivered as he championed equal rights for the freedmen and steered key
Reconstruction measures through Congress. This volume also contains letters from loyalists
and ex-Confederates to Stevens reflecting their reactions to conditions in the South.

by Thaddeus Stevens, published 1997

Call number: E415.6 .S742 1997

Available online:
http://books.google.com/books?id=A0Fs655TKfsC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ViewAPI#
v=onepage&q&f=false

Government of insurrectionary states: speech in the House of Representatives, Feb 13, 1867
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Basis of representation: speech in the Ho. of Reps., Jan. 31, 1866
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State of the Union, Speech of Hon. Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania, Delivered in the House
of representatives, January 29, 1861.
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The Historical Reputation of Thaddeus Stevens
by James A. Jolly, published 1970

Journal of the Lancaster County Historical Society
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Death of Hon. Thaddeus Stevens: Eulogy
By Charles R. Buckalew, of PA in the US Senate, Dec 18, 1868
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Thaddeus Stevens, militant democrat and fighter for Negro rights.
by Elizabeth Lawson, published 1942
Call number: E415.9.584 L3



