- Free-born black, abolitionist and writer

William Still

- Major contributor to the success of the underground railroad in Philadelphia

- Provided room and board for fugitive slaves.

- Raised funds for escaped slaves and financed several of Harriet Tubman’s trips

- Wrote a book documenting stories of formerly enslaved Africans who gained freedom
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Primary Sources

Journal C of the Underground Railroad in
Philadelphia kept by William Still: containing
notices of arrivals of fugitive slaves in Philadelphia
with descriptions of their flight, 1852-1857
Chairman of the Vigilance Committee (part of the

: ennsylvania Abolition Society), William Sti
o . 271 | Pennsylvania Abolition Society), William Stil
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personalities, and other details. Still's meticulous
entries offer unique insight into the secretive
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. network known as the Underground Railroad.

Leon Gardner Collection of American Negro Historical Society Records
William Still letters, 1855-1902

Collection #0008, Specifically Box 9G, folders 11-21
http://www2.hsp.org/collections/manuscripts/g/Gardiner0008.html

A brief narrative of the struggle for the rights of the Colored people of Philadelphia in the city
railway cars : and a defence of William Still, relating to his agency touching the passage of the
late bill, &c. : Read before a large public meeting, held in Liberty Hall, Lombard St. below Eighth,
Apr. 8th, 1867.

Reprint of the 1867 ed., with "William Still: Historian and leader in the struggle for equal rights; a
bibliographical note, by Maxwell Whiteman" added.

Call number: E185.61.S83 1969
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The underground rail road : a record of facts, authentic narratives, letters,

bl &c., narrating the hardships, hair-breadth escapes, and death struggles of
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or witnessed by the author : together with sketches of some of the largest
stockholders and most liberal aiders and advisers of the road

% by William Still
.,.,g ‘ Call number: E 441 .A58 v.125
Call number: E 441 .A58 v.125 ¢.2
WILLIAM STILI Call number: Tw .131V
Preview available online:
http://books.google.com/books?id=8ANWAAAAcCAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ViewAPI
#v=onepage&q&f=false

American Negro Historical Society collection, 1790-1905

Call number: MFilmZ 1361.N39 A54 1997 FOLIO

Specifically:

Reel 6. J.C. White, Jr., 1872-1898 to William Still, 1867-1890
Reel 7. William Still, 1855-1865 to Pythian Baseball Club, 1869

Pennsylvania Abolition Society papers, 1748-1979

Growing out of egalitarian concerns of members of the Society of Friends, the Pennsylvania
Abolition Society, as it is now known, was founded in 1775 as the Society for the Relief of Free
Negroes Unlawfully Held in Bondage, but the Revolution caused its early Quaker members to
suspend operations until 1784, when it reorganized with a broader base. From the beginning, the
Abolition Society's programs were devoted not only to the abolition of slavery, but to the social
and economic improvement of Black Americans as well. As early as 1794, the Society helped to
found the American Convention, a loose affiliation of anti-slavery societies everywhere, founded
a school for Black males, and conducted the first census of Philadelphia's Black community.
The Society operated through an Acting Committee of officers and through its Board of
Education.

Collection #490

Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society Executive meeting minutes, 1856-1870

Executive meeting minutes of the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society, from the prelude to Civil
War years through the Reconstruction period. Minutes include meeting places, members
present, treasurer's report, as well as topics discussed. Only pages 47-137 are digitized, which
inculdes September 1860 through May 1870, which marks the dimemberment of the society and
the end of the volume.
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http://books.google.com/books?id=8ANWAAAAcAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ViewAPI#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=8ANWAAAAcAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ViewAPI#v=onepage&q&f=false

Uncovering William Still’s Underground Railroad
HSP Digital History Project
http://hsp.ora/history-online/digital-history-projects/uncovering-william-stills-underground-railroad

Secondary Sources

William Still

by Helen L. Chapman, published 1989
Continuum (Philadelphia, Pa.). Feb. 1989.

Call number: UPA/Pam E 185.C66 1989 FOLIO

Antislavery and abolition in Philadelphia: emancipation and the long
struggle for racial justing in the City of Brotherly Love

In particular: "Beautiful providences" : William Still, the Vigilance
Committee, and abolitionists in the age of sectionalism / Elizabeth
Varon.

edited by Richard Newman and James Mueller, published 2011

Call number: F 158.44 .A67 2011
http://books.google.com/books?id=SEX9aryoFkOC&printsec=frontcover
&source=gbs_ViewAPI#v=onepage&q&f=false

(cover image from http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51uQuxQ6QYL._SY344_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg)

. DE AB FB]END” Dear friend: Thomas Garrett & William Still, collaborators on the
= underground railroad

JLIIER IR R IIEIRUIE  Based on correspondence between William Still and Thomas
Garrett demonstrating the efforts of these two men to help slaves to
freedom

by Judith Bentley, published 1997
Call number: E 450 .B46 1997
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