
A Plan for the Gradual Abolition of Slavery in the United States, without Danger or Loss to the 
Citizens of the South (modified) 
 
Source: This pamphlet was published in Baltimore in 1825 by Benjamin Lundy, a Quaker abolitionist. 
In it, Lundy presented a plan for experimental farms worked by enslaved people who would be 
promised freedom after a certain number of years.  
 
It seems unnecessary, in proposing a plan for the general abolition of slavery from the United States, 
to observe upon the immensity of the evil, and the gloomy prospect of dangers it presents to the 
American people: disunion; bloodshed; and servile wars of extermination, horrible in their nature and 
consequences, and disgraceful in the eyes of the civilized world. 
 
Any plan of emancipation, to be effective, must consult at once the economic interests and prevailing 
opinions of the southern planters, and bend itself to the existing laws of the southern states. 
Therefore, emancipation should be connected with colonization, and it should demand no economic 
sacrifice from existing slave-holders, and create no loss of property for their children.  
 
Free labor and cooperative labor is superior to slave labor, and more profitable. If this can be 
shown, even in the places where slavery exists now, the example will gradually spread. To create an 
example, it is proposed: 
 

● To purchase two sections of government land, within the good south western cotton-producing 
areas, either in Tennessee, Alabama, or Mississippi.  

 
● To place on this land from fifty to one hundred negroes, and introduce a system of cooperative 

labor, promising them liberty after five years of service, along with liberty and education for 
their children.  

 
It is highly likely that this system of order, along with the improved condition and future destinies of the 
children, will produce a great effect on the attitudes and hard work of the parents. In order to insure 
that this works, the parents will be taught, in weekly evening meetings, what they are working for and 
the  necessity of hard work, both before and after obtaining their freedom. It must be explained to 
them that any misbehavior will bind them to a further term of service.  
 
The length of their term of service must cover the purchase money (to buy the slave), the supplies 
they will need, and the rearing of children. Families should not be separated.  
  
It is hoped that, after one successful experiment, a similar establishment will be placed in each state; 
and when the advantages of the system become clear, many slaveowners will lease out their 
property, to be worked in the same way, receiving an interest equal or superior to that returned at 
present.  
 
The experiment farm will also offer an asylum and school of industry for the slaves of kind masters, 
anxious to manumit their people, but apprehensive of throwing them unprepared into the world.  
 



Due care shall be taken to prevent all communication between the people on the experimental farm 
and slaves laboring on plantations. To prevent such communication, the property shall be somewhat 
isolated.  
 
A problem remains: In removing the slaves from the plantations, how do you replace their labor? In all 
cases, supply is soon found to meet demand. A very large portion of the southern states is perfectly 
suited to white labor, and poor whites could get work that is right now closed to them due to the slave 
system.  
  
It is unnecessary to present at the moment any specific country for colonists (freed slaves) to be sent 
to once they are emancipated. There are many ideas on the subject. In addition to Haiti, there is the 
Mexican territory of Texas, and a fine region beyond the rocky mountains.  
  
This plan, proposed in a spirit of equal good will to master and slave, is intended to consult the 
interests of both. It is intended to prepare the slave for liberty before it is granted, and it won’t ever 
violate the laws of the state to give them liberty. It will remove, by gradual and gentle means, a system 
fraught with danger, as well as crime. It will improve the industry of the south so that it compares to 
that of the north. Also, it will open the field of industry to free white labor. 
  
 
colonization = an idea popular in the 1800s that slaves of African descent should leave the 
country (or at least the southeast and northeast U.S.) once freed 
 
free labor = work for wages, as opposed to slave labor 
 
cooperative labor = work together in a group, as opposed to individual work  
 
asylum = place to escape to 
 
industry = work or production of goods 
 
manumit = to free a slave 
 
 
Modified from the original  source  available at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
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