
Slavery & Abolition Timeline (adapted from ushistory.org) 
 
1607 First successful British settlement in North America begins when Jamestown is founded. 
 
1619 First enslaved Africans sold in North America. 
 
1663 A Virginia court decides a child born to an enslaved mother is also a slave. 
 
1688 In Philadelphia, Quakers and Mennonites protest against slavery. 
 
1776 U.S. Declaration of Independence is published. 
 
1787 The ratified U.S. Constitution allows a male slave to count as three-fifths of a man in 
determining representation in the House of Representatives. The Constitution sets 1808 as the 
earliest date for the national government to ban the slave trade.  
 
1791 Slave insurrection on the island of St. Domingue begins the process of founding Haiti.  
 
1793 U.S. enacts first fugitive slave law requiring the return of escaped slaves.  
 
1800 Absalom Jones and other free blacks of Philadelphia petition Congress against the slave trade 
and the fugitive slave law. Gabriel, an enslaved Virginia man, attempts an insurrection. 
 
1816 American Colonization Society is formed to encourage free blacks to settle in Liberia, West 
Africa. 
 
1820 Missouri Compromise allows Missouri to become a slave state, establishes Maine as a free 
state, and bans slavery in the territory west of Missouri. The United States begins to experience rapid 
economic growth and urbanization. The Second Great Awakening, a religious revival movement, 
gains momentum. 
 
1831 Nat Turner launches a bloody uprising among enslaved Virginians. Abolitionist William Lloyd 
Garrison begins publishing The Liberator . 
 
1835 Abolitionists begin a campaign flooding Congress with antislavery petitions. 
 
1839 Abolitionists form the Liberty Party to promote political action against slavery. 
 
1845 Frederick Douglass publishes his Narrative  in Boston. 
 
1846 U.S. war with Mexico.  
 
1848 Free Soil Party is organized to stop the spread of slavery into the Western territories. 
 



1850 The Compromise of 1850 includes a controversial Fugitive Slave Law that compels all citizens 
to help in the recovery of fugitive slaves, eventually increasing Northern sympathy for abolition. Free 
blacks form Vigilance Committees throughout the North to watch for slave hunters and alert the black 
community. 
 
1857 The Supreme Court decision in Dred Scott  declares that blacks, free or slave, are not citizens 
and have no citizenship rights.  
 
1859 John Brown conducts a raid at Harper's Ferry, Virginia to free and arm slaves. His effort fails 
and he is executed. 
 
1861 Abraham Lincoln is elected President; Southern states secede from the Union and the Civil 
War begins.  
 
1862 Enslaved black Southerners escape to Union lines by the thousands, pressuring the Army and 
the government to enlist black soldiers.  
 
1863 President Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation, freeing all slaves in Confederate 
territory and formally opening enlistment of black soldiers in the Union Army.  
 
1865 The North wins the Civil War. With their freedom, Southern blacks seek to reunite their families 
and acquire land and an education. President Lincoln is assassinated. The Thirteenth Amendment to 
the Constitution is ratified, abolishing slavery. President Andrew Johnson begins his Reconstruction 
plan. Mississippi becomes the first state to enact Black Codes. The Ku Klux Klan is formed in 
Tennessee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


