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 Women on | ;ejle ' Would Like a Ralse

By NANCY BURDEN
" Of The Bulletin Staff
“OUR meetings are open.

A bum off the sirest ym
~walk n and sit dow

ample-figured ,Negm in ber
40s, was fa about was
the new»style WOmen's argan-

thmgs : WRO

from uther

Three 3
apart

rather not be in. And, more
than &n  organization

‘does gond works f
it's one that's form

welfar T8 Te

ful of these recipients are
mosily women re- |

Dependent Children,

If youre a Wwoman an% A
this means  that the _

AFDC,
father of your children

dead, absent f"om the hmne' £

En(’apam,:ated o unempltryed
and vyon are leit with no
means o sappan 431& family,

® ‘e
AMONG WRG‘g goal are
‘higher | publie’

grants that will bring recipi-
ents up to the minimum
standard of heaith and decen-
oy set by the state (now
AFDC grants are only 71 per-
cent of the state standard),
better ireatment by public -
ageietancs  cagewnrlare {!np

women claim that the atii-

tude of some caseworkers is
demeaning to them), and re-
form of the whole velief sp-
plication process that now
can keep apphczmts waiting
for weeks,

One of the self- I:a,elp group’s & fmm

functions is to act as 2 griev-

;ance board for peeple on pub-
tic assistance. The leadership

listens and then takes action
where nesded. e women
bring in experis on housing
and other areas ta speak tn
recipients. ;

Anyone with a p?obiem is
welcomed  at the meetings
and the old and woung of
both sexes show up. “Bome-
times thev are just upset and
don’t really have?? problem,”
said Mrs. Leslie.

Since they’ve been organ
ized (Mrs. Leslie has a car-
toon in her handbag that
shows a  gr standing
around a leader who's say-
ing “Now that we're orgas-
ized, what the hell shall we
do?’), WRO
been omeeting, rallving,
travelling and talking more
than most women's clubs do
m several years.

‘And they've gone about it
with virtually no incident
through a ramaﬂy {ense s

}/ Any- {

one’s: welaame,’* th woman}
chalrman said E/ : :
- What the lady, a suany,

ffwomeﬁ‘s_i
clubs: Members have (o be
poor. it's a club youd real_!y

thac R

~said of the book

women have

o

dér&d by a dactor ‘o slop
‘work as a waitress because
- of diabetes and other compli-

- cations, has been on relief for

assistance  eight years, She cares for & - with impressive sponsorship.

nine-year-oid niece she has
reared since the girl was 4
and-a-half days old. Her hus-
band is not living with her in
her ludlow apartment and
does not support her.

“L love relief says Mrs
Lesiie, in an effort w ashock,
Whal she means, she says,
. is that without that check
 twice a month she would
have no independence. wounld
be forced to put up with the
t:harity of a relative.

She gels §142.40 2 month
“weliare: On

" ey for 2 special diet and ca:

fare to go to and from the

doctnr’s, she cares for her-
setf and her niege and pays
8539 & month rent.

Mrs. Leslie does much of

her WRO work by phone, but

really makes it.
In Washington last summer |

' she chaired the first day of
the  founding cvn_ierence ot
_ lhe National Weifare Righis

Qrgamzanan ~— and she man-
aced quite capably without
“aid of pariiamantary proced-
ure. “T just W@d #,” she
0! Rab@rt‘

e L L]
WELFARE Rights groups,

- when she's on the SCENE shg-

4

like Philadelphia’s, have been

springing up throughout the
country. Thirty - one stales
and some 67 cilies were rep-
sented at the conference.
The enly white officer of
the Philadelphia club is Mrs.

mer, Thig isn’t a black wom- tMymie McCullough, 419 Dick-

ABPOWET gmup
L ]

A PEACEFUL raiiy. of 300
was held last June in the
courtvard of the State Office
Building, Broad and Spring
Garden sts. At the time a pe-
tition for rights and respect
was presented, te the Countly
Board of Assistance.

- pasy August, members {00k
part in a national] “Mothers'
March” in Washington. And,
more rvegently, & confingent
met with State Welfare Sec-
retary.  Dr. Thomas W.
Genrges. The appeal was for
a clothing allowance of $75
for school children whose
families are on relief. Dr.

Georges made no  promises

hut held out hope for a smali-
er grant,

Mrs. Leslie, shakes her
head and says that the relief
checks just don’t streich to
meat the needs.

“A pumber of neople cook

AT AL ot s iar & 3 e Ut s T 10

inson st. An AFDCer with one
child, she’s the treasurér. The
other ufficers are Mrs. Mait-

~tha Melton, 713 Bﬁtﬁey st.,
. viee chaamaﬂe and
Manggxei Campbell, 1958 N.'
& Mexmm St

Ml‘Sa-

secretary. § o

All wear the WRO veﬂowk
and blue button with the slo-
. gan “Weifare is a right not 2

privilege.” Mrs. Leshie says

"1 feel light on one showlder

when T don’t wear it."”

m’egzt by relief recipients here
and is comprised of some 30
- neighborhood units, eperales

- Among ils backers are the

Health and Welfare Council
and the Grealer Philadelphia
Council of Churches, Health
- and Welfare has lent 2 mem-

ber of #ts staff fulltime to the

‘Mrs. McCullongh served on |
the goals committee at the

Washington conference and
wag 50 pleased with the re-
sults that she quipped at a
report meeting back home:
“Uf we get everything that's
listed, we'll be above mid-
“dle class.” Everyone laughed.

City-wide mesetings are held
twice a month at the United

" Church of Christ, 1520 Green

* st. Headguarters are here, {00

L ] ¢ @

Omen,
? ® [ ]
THE maximum dues a

member 15 charged is 4 in

one year. This pays for &
membership card, the but-
- tons and a newsletter called

' "Stralght Talk.”

Major support comes Imm
ﬁmncxauy better off citizens

to 35 as as-
sﬁdatememhers.arfm*m

Mm mas tma
Pbsiadé!pma lawyer Fred-
eric 1. Ballard, vice pres
ident of the Health and Wel-
~dare Council, is & contribut-
ing member. The Rev. Jerry

E. Carpenter, director of the

Greater Philadeinhiz Couneil
. of Churches, is on the associ-
~ ate member list and some-
| times accompanies the wom-
- en on official trips.

WRO here has had some
sagmﬁcant _successes  and

i the cily and snburbs who
join for from

7

bears out Myrtle McCul-

dough’s boast that this 15 3
group whose members “‘don't
let any grass grow under

their feet.”

The women have helped ug-

tangle “‘hundreds’” of prob-
lems for recipients, a Health
and Welfare Council spokes-
man said. “Fn fact,” said the

spokesman, “most of the 330 Awe

menthers jomed after betng
helped by WRO.” Alsg, the.zr
women have helped get somé
5 eligible families on ass;st—
ANnce. ;

o aie g

PERHAPS most important-
iy WRO enjoys offitial dia-
dogue with the local adminis-
traﬂ{m of welfare—the Cousn-
s_wBoa;‘d _of Public Assistance.

Since June, Hazel Leslie
- and her offmers have been
meeting  monthly  with  a

membper of the board and the

executive stall of the assis.
tance board. Also, the assis-
tance hoard has appointed
liaison people lo the seven

district offices to work with

WRQ renresentatives,
Mrs. Doris Woolfoiki ad-

,m:mstraaive assistant to Wil

Ham Sailer, executive direc-

~ tor of the assistance board,
~calls  the WRO members

she’s worked with “very ca-

pable women® who are able to

' WRO  members

- WRO

- augh.

Builetin Slaff Phole by Joseph Waske

OFFICERS Mrs. Hazeé Leslie {}eft} chairman, and Mrs. Myrtle McCullough, treasurer, confer before
meeting of Phﬂadelp%ua Weliare Rights Orgamzatm n. Citywide meetings are held twice a n)bmh

~ “articulate then- feelings and

that we've seen &as a
far welfare recipients

Jepis thee peiiel granks shioum
be higher, She calls the
present  checks “‘msufficient
to meet basic living neces-
Sit}f-”

On Nov. 10, Philadelphia
will  meet
with Dr. Georges, Public As-
sistance Commissioner Chaun-
cey Gunderman; and reps
. resentatives  of  assistance
boards in other counties in
an 't to create more
roups in the state.
Pittsburgh has 2 group now

~and so does Lancaster, It's

reasoned that the more wide-
spread the organization, the
more effect it wil]l have on
the legislators.

Philadelphia WRO women

feel that achievemesnt of all
their goals is withis reason.

“1 twink we will achisve
them,”, said Hazel Leslie.

- “We're going to give it a heck

of a wy.” said Myrtle McCul-
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