for the
Futur

history / education / and / documents

I HEAD

Financing the Revolution
Document Based Question
“Evaluate the role of the Bank of North America during the
American Revolution”

Document 1:
From George Washington to Robert Morris, 2 August 1781

Head Quarters Dobbs’s Ferry 2d Augt 1781.Dear Sir

| have been honored with yours of the 23d ulto. | take the earliest opportunity of
informing you that our whole dependence for Flour is upon you. The State of New York it is said
has a considerable quantity yet within it, but so exhausted are the resources of the Legislature
that they can command none of it. New Jersey has not either passed laws to draw forth the
specific supplies demanded of her or those laws are not executed, but the fact is, that we obtain
nothing—I do not exactly know what number of the three thousand Barrels which Mr Lowrey is
to purchase have been delivered—I believe not quite half—He has sent in none lately and the
Army is this day without Bread—Expresses are gone to him requesting him to hurry forward the
remainder which will not be more than 25 days supply at our present consumption which ought
to encrease considerably in a very short time—The Militia and Levies being daily expected—
Thus you see the absolute necessity which there will be of your immediately extending your
orders.

| perfectly understood your letter in which you mentioned the good effects which would
arise from disposing of provisions at a distance and purchasing near the Army. I only meant to
acquaint you of what | supposed you might be ignorant—That the provision actually provided by
the States and deposited in Magazines was comparatively small—If the States will pay the
Balance due from them into your Hands, it is evident that there will be a vast saving, by
expending the Money in the way of Contract.
I am much obliged by your remittance of the draft upon Richards and Company for 2500 dollars
specie, which I will have negotiated as early as possible—and by your undertaking to enable
Genl Schuyler to comply with his Contract for building Boats. | have the honour to be &ca

Source: “From George Washington to Robert Morris, 2 August 1781,” Founders Online,
National Archives (http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/99-01-02-06573 [last
update: 2015-06-29]).
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Document 2:
Proposition for the establishment of a Bank

Proposition for the establishmenl of a Bank.

In Concress, June 21, 1780,

A letter of this day, from the Board of War, was read, informing “that a
number of patriotic persons, having formed a plan for the establishment of a
bank, whose object is the public service; that the directors have applied to
that hoard to represent to Congress the desire of the company that a com-
mitttee of this bot y may be appointed to confer with the inspectors and direc-
tors on the subject, to-morrow morning:> Whereupon,

Ordered, "That a committee of three be appointed, for the purpose above

mentioned. The members chozen were, Mr. Ellsworth, Mr. Duane, and Mr.
Seotl.
2

Junk 22, 1780,
The committee appointed to confer with the ins]imctm's and directors of the
pru_l?asal bank, brought in a report, which was read.
he committee also laid beﬁare Congress, the plan of the bank, communi-
cated to them at the said conference, which being read, Congress, thereupon,
came to the following resolutions:

Whereas a number of the patriotic citizens of Pennsylvania have com-
municated toCnnfress a liberal offer, on their own credit, and by their own
exertions, to supply and transport three millions of rations,and 300 hogshcads
of rum, for the use of the army, and have established a bank, for the sole pur-
pose of obtaining and transporting the said supplies, with the greater facility
and despatch: And whereas, on the one hand, the associators, animated fo
this laudable exertion by a desire to relieve the public necessities, mean not
to derive from it the least pecuniary advantage; so, on the other, it is just and
reasonable, that they should be fully reimbursed and indemnified: Therefore

esolved, unanimously, ‘That Congress entertain a high sense of the liberal
offer of the said associators to raise and transport the beforementioned sup-
pl'tteg for the army, and do accept the same as a distinguished proof of their
patriotism. . ] .

Resolved, That the faith of the United States be, and the same hereby is,
pledged, to the subscribers to the said bank, for their effectual reimburse-
ment in the premises. .

Resolved, t the Board of Treasury be directed to deposite, in the said
bank, bills of exchange in favor of the directors thereof, on the ministers of
these United States in Europe, or any of them, and in such sums as shall be
thought convenient, but not to exceed, in the whole, £150,000 sterling; that
the said bills are to be considered, notonly as a sulpgort of the credit of the said
bank, but as an indemnity to the subscribers for all deficiences of losses and ex-
penses which they may sustain, on account of their said eiﬁagements, and which
shall not, within six months from the date hereof, be made good to them outof
the public treasury; and, in case of failure, such a ‘.;I;uportmn of said bills as
shall be requisite to make good the deficiency, shall be negotiated for that pur-
pose, by the said directors, and the residue returned into the treasury.

Ruol"'nd. That, upon representation made, that the bank stands in need of
occasional assistance, Congress will advance as much of their current money
as can be s from other services,

Resolved. That a nhndipj committee of Congress be appointed, to confer
with the officers of the sai bank, as occasion may require. The members
chosen are Mr. Ellsworth, Mr. Duane, and Mr. Scott.

JuNE 23, 1780,
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Source: M. St. Clair Clarke, and D.A. Hall, compilers, Legislative and Documentary History of
the Bank of the United States: Including the Original Bank of North America (Washington: Gales
and Seaton, 1832)
[https://books.google.com/books?id=]DY4AQAAMAAJ&dg=history%200f%20bank%200f%20
north%20america&pg=PA9%#v=onepage&q&f=false] pg. 10-11

Note on alcohol and the American Revolution®

Document 3:
Washington’s Order of Battle at Yorktown, 1781

Continentals (Washington)
Command and Staff: 25
Artillery: 325
Cavalry: 110
Sappers and Miners: 50
Delaware Company: 60
Brigadier General John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg’s Brigade: 1,280
Brevet Brigadier General Moses Hazen’s Brigade: 1,200
Colonel Elias Dayton’s Brigade: 1,400
Brigadier General James Clinton’s Brigade: 1,180
Brigadier General Anthony Wayne’s Brigade: 1,550
Brigadier General Mordecai Gist’s Brigade: 1,100
Total Continentals: 8,280

Militia
Brigadier General George Weedon’s Brigade: 1,500
Brigadier General Edward Stevens’s Brigade: 1,600
Brigadier General Robert Lawson’s Brigade: 1,640
Lt. Colonel Charles Dabney’s State Regiment: 200
Total Militia: 5,535

French (Rochambeau)
Lieutenant General Jean-Baptiste-Donatien
Comte de Rochambeau’s troops: 4,000
Major General Marquis de St. Simon’s troops: 3,800
Brigadier General Claude-Gabriel, Duke de Choisy’s

! “Although Sylvia Frey contends that British ‘Regimental memoirs of the Revolution make no direct
reference to the distribution of spirits before or during battle,’ rum was issued daily, starting in 1777, to
the British army at the rate of about a half pint per man, and the army drank its way through more than
360,000 gallons per year — representing the single largest cost of all supplies.” Michael Stephenson,
Patriot Battles: How the War of Independence Was Fought (Harper Perennial, New York, 2008), pg. 91.
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Grand Total / Nominal Strength: 21,820

Source: Jerome A. Green, The Guns of Independence: The Siege of Yorktown, 1781 (Savas
Beatie, New York, 2005)
[https://books.google.com/books?id=FWH01rQHUR4C&Ipg=PP1&dq=battle%200f%20yorktow
n%200rder%200f%20battle&pg=PT120#v=0nepage&q&f=false]

Document 4:
Items carried by an 18" century solider, as quoted by Capt.
Alexander Baillie

Regimental Coat

Waist coat

Pair of breeches

Hat with cockade

Shirt

Knee buckles

Firelock with sling

Shoe buckles, stocking, garters
Waist belt and buckle
Hangar, sword knot, scabbard
Bayonet and scabbard
Cartridge pouch and belt

24 cartridges

Oil bottle

2 flints and steel

Haversack and strap

6 days’ provisions

Full canteen

Source: Michael Stephenson, Patriot Battles: How the War of Independence Was Fought
(Harper Perennial, New York, 2008)

Document 5:
An Ordinance for Congress to Incorporate the Bank of
North America
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Source: Bank of North America Collection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania.

Document 6:

Revolutionary Correspondence with the Bank of North
America

See PDF link for “The Directors Book of Letters”

Document 7:
State of Bank summary, including account information for
“the United States”
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Source: Bank of North America Collection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania.



