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Understand the past. 
Engage in the present.
Create a better tomorrow.



Above: Liberty Triumphant or the Downfall of 
Oppression, engraving from 1773. Left from 
top: George F. Parry, circa 1860, from a recently 
acquired collection; students at the Folk Arts-
Cultural Treasures Charter School performed a 
traditional Chinese lion dance at an HSP event.

When you walk through the doors at 1300 Locust Street, it’s obvious—big 
changes are happening at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania! After 
a $5.7 million renovation project, HSP looks very different than it did at 
the start of this fiscal year. The renovations allow HSP to better share our 
original documents with the public and provide improved service for our 
library researchers. The renovations also ensure the safety and protection 
of our archive and the integrity of our historic building. 

Besides the physical changes, the Historical Society has changed 
in some not-so-obvious ways. HSP’s online community has grown 
this fiscal year, as we now communicate with more than 17,000 people 
via social media and e-mail newsletters. You will find HSP not only on Facebook and Twitter, 
but also on YouTube, Vimeo, Pinterest, Tumblr, and Flickr. Staff archivists and librarians are 
joining the online conversation on HSP’s ten blogs. We are aggressively digitizing items from 
our collection and have more than 70,000 images posted in our online Digital Library. We 
have become leaders in the field by developing digital history projects that allow users to 
not only read historic documents, but also search and link to related content to gain a better 
understanding of the people, issues, and relationships of the time. Through these digital efforts, 
we are reaching hundreds of thousands of people in more than 100 countries around the world—
bringing our collection out of the vault and virtually putting it into the hands of the public.

We had a change in leadership in April with the departure of Kim Sajet, who had 
served as president and CEO of the Historical Society since 2007. Under Sajet’s 
tenure, HSP drafted and executed an ambitious strategic plan and put many of 
these initiatives in motion. We wish her well in her new position as director 
of the National Portrait Gallery at the Smithsonian Institution. 

HSP unveiled our newly renovated library to the public in October 2013, but 
that does not mean our job is done. We look forward to an exciting and busy 
2013–2014 fiscal year, when we will launch a prototype of a digital history 
project about the Underground Railroad; develop software to improve access 
to graphic material; post tens of thousands of genealogical records online; and 
introduce HSP to the next generation of supporters through our Young Friends 
programs. Our past year’s accomplishments and our future plans are possible only 
through the generous support of our donors, members, friends, and hardworking staff 
and board. I hope you will visit HSP soon to tour our renovated library and celebrate 
these changes and plans with us.

Dr. Page Talbott
Interim President and CEO

Dear Friends:



Clockwise from top: HSP’s redesigned lobby; digital donor wall;  
new seating in the renovated lobby; digital wall and document  
display cases; compact rolling storage.

Our Building
CHANGING

950 
items preserved in  

the conservation lab

3,811 
visitors to the 

research library

89
collections  

accessioned  
by HSP

516 
linear feet of 

collections arranged 
and cataloged 

What has changed at HSP?

�   �A redesigned lobby with a new  
reception desk, a patron lounge  
with kitchenette, larger lockers,  
and digital information screens

  �A state-of-the-art 10-foot-high  
digital wall, which displays images  
from HSP’s world-renowned archive

  �A digital donor wall to recognize  
HSP’s supporters

�   �Four large cases to display original 
documents from HSP’s collection 

  �An upgraded security system with  
video cameras and turnstiles

  �New microfilm readers and  
comfortable seating 

  �Compact rolling storage units in three 
vaults, giving HSP additional space  
to continue growing its collection

  �A bar coding system for collection 
materials

  �A repaired roof and façade and new  
HVAC and sprinkler systems

The renovations were made possible in part 
by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
the William Penn Foundation, the Lenfest 
Foundation, Howard and Maxine Lewis, the 
Hamilton Family Foundation, the City of 
Philadelphia, and anonymous donors.

The improvements to the building will 
position HSP to grow in the years ahead. 
And we are growing—this fiscal year we 
accessioned 89 collections, including 
documents related to pioneering 
medical professionals George F. Parry 
and Susan Parry and records from the 
Philadelphia Romanian organization 
Societatea Banateana-Vasile Alecsandri. 
HSP’s conservation team has mended or 
repaired almost 1,000 items, including 
hundreds of volumes from the Bank 
of North America records, an ongoing 
project supported by Wells Fargo.



Students and Educators 
This past year HSP assisted more than 600 
students in grades 6–12 in the research library 
and in the classroom, including hundreds of 
local students as they researched for National 
History Day projects. During National Thrift 
Week in January, HSP presented a lecture 
and teacher workshop on the topic of thrift 
education and sponsored a curriculum  
contest to encourage the teaching of thrift  
in the classroom. 

Genealogists
The Historical Society subscribed to two 
new online databases, which are available 
to library visitors—Origins Network, which 
contains British and Irish genealogy records, 
and Heritage Quest Online, a collection 
of family histories, indexes of genealogy 
periodicals, and more.

HSP staff has been hard at work compiling 
indexes of manuscript collections to make 
the information searchable and accessible 
to genealogists. This year, with support from 
the George C. and Esther Ann McFarland 
Foundation, HSP indexed 44,000 individual 
records, including those from the Orphan 
Society of Philadelphia, the Register Book of 
the Philadelphia Home for Infants, and the 
Russian Brotherhood Organization Death 
Benefit Records. This coming fiscal year,  
those records will be posted online.

 

History and Heritage 
Organizations 
HSP’s History Affiliates program, supported 
by The Barra Foundation, held its first 
annual History in Pennsylvania Awards 
ceremony in October 2012. More than 
230 people, including Pennsylvania First 
Lady Susan Corbett, attended to celebrate 
the achievements of history and heritage 
organizations in Southeastern Pennsylvania. 

As part of the Hidden Collections Initiative 
for Pennsylvania Small Archival Repositories 
project, funded by the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, HSP staff surveyed the 
collections of 47 small historical organizations 
in Philadelphia and Montgomery counties, 
making hundreds of previously hidden 
archival collections better known and more 
accessible. HSP obtained a follow-up grant 
from the Mellon Foundation to expand this 
effort to an additional 100–120 organizations 
in Bucks, Chester, and Delaware Counties.

CHANGING

How We Serve Others

Above (from left): Students at the 2013 National 
History Day Philly competition; record from the  
Russian Brotherhood Organization; First Lady 
Susan Corbett with award winners at the History in 
Pennsylvania Awards ceremony. Right: Ben Franklin 
from the cover of Your School Bank, a publication  
of the Philadelphia Saving Fund Society, 1940.  

4,599
people attended 

programs

392
students in grades 
6–12 researched in  

the library

562
teachers attended  

trainings

346
history and heritage 

organizations 
participated in the 
History Affiliates 

program



Digital History Projects
In February, HSP launched a digital history 
project titled Closed for Business that looks 
at the early years of the Great Depression 
and the December 1930 failure of a large 
Philadelphia bank, Bankers Trust Company. 
This project, made possible by the Albert 
M. Greenfield Foundation, features 320 
digitized primary source documents. Visit  
at hsp.org/bankers-trust.   

HSP also completed work on Preserving 
American Freedom, which explores how 
Americans have interpreted and fought 
for freedom from the 1600s to the present. 
Funded by Bank of America, the site features 
50 historic documents, including William 
Penn’s 1682 deed with the Delaware Indians, 
letters from women’s suffrage activist Dora 
Kelly Lewis, and an 1862 petition seeking the 
right of African Americans to ride streetcars 
in Philadelphia. Visit at hsp.org/freedom.

Publications 
A special commemorative edition of 
Pennsylvania Legacies, HSP’s illustrated 
history magazine, was published in June. 
This double-length issue, which explores 
the Keystone State’s role in the Civil 
War, was published in partnership with 
the Senator John Heinz History Center, 
the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission, and the Pennsylvania 
Heritage Foundation. 

Public Programming
In September 2012, HSP celebrated the 
225th anniversary of the signing of the U.S. 
Constitution by displaying original drafts 
of the document, including two penned by 
delegate James Wilson. In November, with 
support from the Connelly Foundation, HSP 
presented a panel discussion about the 
history and redevelopment of Philadelphia’s 
Chinatown. In April 2013, the Historical 
Society’s Reading Room was transformed into 
a theater for the Philadelphia International 
Festival of the Arts. HSP commissioned 
artist Sebastienne Mundheim to stage a 
performance titled ArkHIVE, which used 
the analogy of the library as a beehive with 
dancers dressed as bees and beekeepers. 

How We Share History
CHANGING

73,778
images in the  
Digital Library

5,316 
people follow HSP 

on Facebook, Twitter, 
Pinterest, and YouTube

12,430
subscribers to HSP’s

e-mail newsletter

144,349
online readers of  

PMHB and 
Pennsylvania Legacies

513,030
visits to hsp.org and 
our online catalogs

Jon Meacham Receives 2013 Founder’s Award

This year’s Founder’s Award dinner honored Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jon 
Meacham and longtime supporters Sarah and Philip Price Jr. The dinner and 
ceremony, which was held on April 25 at The Ritz-Carlton with lead sponsor 
Wells Fargo, raised over $150,000 for the Society. More than 240 guests 
attended the event, chaired by Rudy Lewis.

From left: J. Rudy Lewis, event chair; Philip Price and Sarah Price, Heritage Award 
honorees; Jon Meacham, Founder’s Award honoree; Page Talbott, HSP interim 
president and CEO; and Bruce Fenton, chairman of the Board of Councilors.

Above (from left): Closed for Business digital 
history project; commemorative edition of 
Pennsylvania Legacies magazine; cast of 
ArkHIVE perform in the Reading Room.



With appreciation
Donors to the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania from 
July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013

CORPORATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS
Abington Junior High School  

History Club
Aegis Property Group
Alta Management, LLC
Ancestry.com
Bank of America
Beneficial Bank
Beneficial Foundation
Blank Rome LLP
Bruce E. Brooks & Associates
Civil War Museum of Philadelphia
CliftonLarsonAllen
Cloud Gehshan Associates
Conservation Center for Art & Historic 

Artifacts
Cooke & Bieler LP
Drexel University
Enterprise Holdings
eXude Benefits Group
Greater Philadelphia Tourism  

& Marketing Corporation
Hangley Aronchick Segal Pudlin  

& Schiller
Haverford Trust Company
History Making Productions, LLC
Keast & Hood
Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foundation
L&F Holdings, LLC
Pepper Hamilton LLP
The Philadelphia History Museum
PNC Bank
PNC Foundation
The Raab Collection
Reading Terminal Market
Remington Group, Inc.
SaylorGregg Architects
Societatea Banateana-Vasile Alecsandri
Southwest Airlines
Sotheby’s
Templeton Press
Wells Fargo
West Laurel Hill Cemetery
Wills Eye Institute
The Woodlands Cemetery Company
Woodlands Trust for Historic 

Preservation

FOUNDATIONS
The Barra Foundation, Inc.
Connelly Foundation
Hamilton Family Foundation
The Karabots Foundation
George C. & Esther Ann McFarland 

Foundation
The McCausland Foundation
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Leo Model Foundation
William Penn Foundation
Pennsylvania Abolition Society  

Endowment Fund c/o the 
Philadelphia Foundation

The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage
The Quaker City Foundation
Nelson Talbott Foundation

GOVERNMENT
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum 

Commission
Philadelphia Cultural Fund
National Endowment for the 

Humanities
National Historical Publications  

& Records Commission

IN-KIND GIFTS
Absolute Abstract 
Arader Galleries
Asher’s Chocolates
Ash Lawn-Highland
Ms. Patricia Bonsall
Ms. Lori Cohen
Ms. Joanne Denworth
Ms. Barbara Eberlein
El Vez
Golden Rock Estate
Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance
Susie and Bob Harries
James Scott Design
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Karabots
Karamoor Estates
Keswick Hall
Modern Eye
Monticello
The Montpelier Foundation
Alasdair Nichol/Freeman’s Auctioneers 

and Appraisers
Philadelphia Distilling
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Price Jr.
The Raab Collection
Red Fox Inn
Edward G. Rendell
Scottish Highland Creamery
Spiga
Ms. Nell Stifel
Alice Lea and Bill Tasman
Tell Me About It Tours
Thomas Jefferson Foundation
Yards Brewery

SUSTAINERS
Anonymous
Dr. Dorothy J. del Bueno
Howard and Maxine Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Collin F. McNeil
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Price Jr.

revenue

expenses

30%

23%

30%

15%

2%

revenue

expenses 49%

13%

12%

15%

11%

Fiscal Year 2012–2013

Annual Operating 
Revenue & Expenses
REVENUE

Contributions..........................................30%

Income from investments..................23%

Net gains on investments..................30%

Earned income........................................ 15%

Membership............................................... 2%

TOTAL REVENUE ...............$4,835,430

EXPENSES

Library.......................................................49%

Education and  
Special Projects...................................... 13%

Occupancy................................................ 12%

Administrative......................................... 15%

Development............................................ 11%

TOTAL EXPENSES.............. $4,124,490

For a copy of HSP’s audited 
financial statements, please 
contact mhairston@hsp.org.



CONSERVERS
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Asher Jr.
Ms. Lori Cohen
Alice L. George
Mrs. Samuel M. V. Hamilton
H.F. (Gerry) and Marguerite Lenfest
Fran and Leon L. Levy
Nathan Kenneth Raab and Karen 

Pearlman Raab

STEWARDS
Mark A. Aronchick, Esq.
Mr. Matthew J. Claeys
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Lafayette Collins III
Aeryn and Bruce Fenton
Mrs. Annette Friedland
Ms. Shanta Ghosh
Charles E. and Mary MacGregor Mather
Mr. and Mrs. Peter McCausland
Mr. and Mrs. Ranney R. Moran
Mr. William B. Morris
Kevin M. Passerini, Esq.
John Pickering
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Raab
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Rittenhouse
Mr. Timothy R. Schantz
Alice Lea and Bill Tasman

TREASURERS
Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. Majid Alsayegh
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald C. Anderson
Jim Averill
Mrs. Deborah Dilworth Bishop
Mr. and Mrs. Rolin P. Bissell
Mr. and Mrs. Julian Brodsky
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Buck
Ms. Sandra L. Cadwalader
Mr. Robert A. Cohen and Ms. Deborah 

R. Peikes
Mr. Robert W. DeCoursey
Mrs. Ineke Dikland
Mr. and Mrs. J. Morris Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Scot Fisher
Mr. and Mrs. Walter R. Garrison
Beatrice W. B. Garvan
Ms. Elizabeth H. Gemmill
Mr. Frank Giordano
Ms. Melissa J. Hancock
Susie and Bob Harries
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Hauptfuhrer
Daren C. Heitman, CFA
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas P. Heller
Mr. David Hoffman
Mr. Alexander L. Hoskins
Ms. Carol A. Ingald
Mrs. Henry A. Jordan
Mr. Charles P. Keates
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Keith
Mr. and Mrs. Berton E. Korman
Stephen and Mary Kurtz
Dr. Krishna Lahiri
Mr. and Mrs. Howard H. Lewis Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Rudy Lewis
Dr. and Mrs. Walter M. Licht
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. McNeil
Dr. Randall M. Miller
Barbara J. Mitnick, Ph.D.
Mr. Allen John Model and  

Ms. Roberta Gausas
Mr. and Mr. Eric W. Noll
Mr. David A. Othmer and  

Ms. Maureen Barden

Mr. John S. Price
Dr. Serena S. Skwersky
Dr. Page Talbott and Mr. James E. Gould
Dr. and Mrs. John M. Templeton Jr.
Mr. Carmen D. Valentino
Dr. James D.B. Weiss Jr.

PHILADELPHIANS
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Affleck
Mrs. Philip Bregy
Mr. and Mrs. Cummins W.  

Catherwood Jr.
Mrs. Brinton Coxe
Mr. David M. Doret
Ms. Helen H. Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Emilio Gravagno
Hannah L. Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond E. Ix Jr.
Mr. Ralph L. Kendricks
Mrs. Jane C. MacElree
Dr. and Mrs. Francis R. Manlove
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Maxey
Mr. John Meigs and Mrs. Carolyn Adams
Dr. Eleanor Smith Morris
Mrs. Janneke Neilson
Arthur E. Newbold IV
Mr. Ed Reitmeyer and Ms. Lauri Kavulich
Mr. Theodore R. Robb
Dr. and Mrs. John M. Roberts
George and Nannette Robertson
Mrs. Eileen Y. Rosenau
Mr. Thomas C. Woodward
Dr. and Mrs. Harrison M. Wright

SPONSORS
Anonymous
Mr. Howard A. Aaronson Jr.
Mr. Thomas E. Africa
Mr. Louis J. Appell Jr.
Drs. Arthur and Carolyn Asbury
Dr. Alexandra S. Bartlett and Mr. 

Stephen P. Bartlett
Laura Haines Belman
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Boulind
Ms. Phyllis J. Boyer
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Breylinger
Ms. Phyllis C. Burnett
Mr. Stewart R. Cades
Ms. V. Chapman-Smith
Mrs. Joan I. Coale
Mr. Joseph Danciger
Mrs. Deborah De Lauro, Esq.
Miss Maude de Schauensee
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Denny
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dilks
Mr. Thomas M. Doerflinger
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Driscoll
Ms. Peggy P. Duckett and  

Dr. George Drach
Professor and Mrs. Clifford L. Egan
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Estey
Mr. Leonard Evelev
Mr. Charles A. Fitzpatrick III
Dr. William Innes Forbes III and  

Dr. Barbara F. Forbes
Ms. Nancy J. Gilboy
Dr. Marc F. Goldstein and  

Dr. Arlene Lauf
Ms. Tucker Gresh
Mr. Frank J. Hanus III
Ms. Nancy G. Harris
Nelson G. Harris, Esq.
Dr. and Mrs. Donald E. Harrop
Mr. and Mrs. Harry E. Hill III

Ms. Deborah L. Hoskins
Mr. and Mrs. Morton Howard III
Mr. Orton P. Jackson Jr.
Mr. William J. D. Jordan
Mr. John B. Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Kilmer
Mr. Ryan Leonard
Ms. Patricia Likos Ricci
Cynthia J. Little, Ph.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Moon
Prof. and Mrs. John M. Murrin
Richard P. Myers
Mr. David W. Neerman
Ms. Edith Newhall and Mr. David  

Walters
Mr. John H. Newhall
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McCracken Peck
Ms. Ursula Reed
Col. Henry H. Reichner Jr. USMC (Ret)
Mrs. Evelyn P. Scott
William and Vivian Setzer
Mrs. Lea Sherk
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Victor
Mr. Richard Waldron
Mr. Geoffrey L. Warthman
Maurice A. Webster
Mrs. Thomas R. White Jr.
Jean K. Wolf
Carol Yaster and Bill Levant

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF
Mr. Stuart F. Feldman
Mr. Jack M. Friedland
Ms. Frances M. Ingald
Dr. Lelage Kanes
Dr. Russell F. Weigley

GIFTS IN HONOR OF
Mr. Majid Alsayegh
Mr. Lee Arnold
Mr. E. Ross Forman
Ms. Christine Jones
Mr. Garibaldi Lapolla 
Mr. Philip Lapsansky
The Lebo Family
Sarah and Philip Price Jr.
Ms. Kim K. Sajet
Dr. Page Talbott

 
 

More than 300 people came to  
HSP to see original drafts of the  
U.S. Constitution in September 2012.
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Senior Staff
Page Talbott, Interim President & CEO
Lee Arnold, Senior Director of the Library and 

Collections 
Michael Hairston, Chief Operating Officer 
John Houser, Chief Information Officer
Beth Twiss Houting, Senior Director of Programs 

and Services 

Staff
Will Buie, Database Content Technician & 

Researcher
Mallory Burgan, Manager of Annual Fund and 

Special Events
Celia Caust-Ellenbogen, Project Surveyor 
Faith Charlton, Project Surveyor 
Allison Chomet, Digital Imaging Technician 
Lauri Cielo, Director of Programs and 

Communications 
Christopher Damiani, Researcher & Programs 

Associate
Aja Davis, Administrative Assistant & Coordinator  

of Board Materials
Amanda Dean, Visitor Services Representative  

& History Affiliates Event Coordinator 
Dana Dorman, Researcher & Digital History  

Project Manager
Willhem Echevarria, Cataloguer
Tamara Gaskell, Historian & Director of 

Publications and Scholarly Programs 
Prudence Haines, History Affiliates Director 
Shannon Hadley, Researcher
Jon-Chris Hatalski, Coordinator of Grants and 

Government Relations 
David Haugaard, Director of Research Services 
Sarah Heim, Assistant Director of Research Services 
Cary Hutto, Assistant Director of Archives
George James, Facilities Technician 
Hillary S. Kativa, Digital Collections & Rights 

Manager 
Sun-Young Kang, Project Conservation Technician
Weckea Dejura Lilly, Project Archival Processor 
Tyrone Lites, Assistant Facilities Manager
Cathleen Lu, Digital Collections & Metadata Librarian
Keith Lyons, Coordinator of Membership 
Matthew Lyons, Director of Archives and  

Collections Management 
Jack McCarthy, Project Director 
Ronald Medford, Senior Research Services Associate 
Andrée Mey Miller, Project Coordinator 
Rachel Moloshok, Assistant Editor, Scholarly 

Programs Associate & Digital History  
Project Manager

Sarah Newhouse, Digital History Project Associate
Tara O’Brien, Director of Preservation and 

Conservation Services 
Erin Paulson, Project Preservation Technician
Daniel Rolph, Historian & Head of Reference 

Services 
Lee Rouche, Database Content Technician  

& Researcher
Karen Schoenewaldt, Project Coordinator
Steve Smith, Public Services Librarian 
Kathy Waldron, Staff Accountant

*As of September 16, 2013

HSP Board of Councilors

We inspire individuals and organizations to create 
a better future through historical understanding.

OFFICERS
Bruce K. Fenton,  

Board Chair
Alice Lea Tasman, 

Executive Vice Chair
John Pickering,  

Vice Chair
Howard H. Lewis,  

Vice Chair
Alice L. George,  

Vice Chair
Nathan K. Raab, 

Secretary
Majid Alsayegh, 

Treasurer and  
Vice Chair

Robert J. Rittenhouse, 
At-Large Member

David A. Othmer,  
At-Large Member

COUNCILORS
Mark A. Aronchick
Deborah Dilworth 

Bishop
Matthew Claeys
Lori Cohen
Ahmad Corbitt
Senator Larry Farnese
Shanta Ghosh 
Frank Giordano
Councilman Bill Green
Barbara L. Greenfield
Leon L. Levy
Walter M. Licht
Charles E. Mather III
Collin F. McNeil
Gregory Montanaro
Georgiana Noll
Kevin Passerini
Sarah D. Price
Timothy R. Schantz

EX-OFFICIO
Nabila Sajid

EMERITI
Henry Lafayette  

Collins III
George W. Connell
Bruce H. Hooper
David W. Maxey, Esq.
Harrison M. Wright  


