Quiz: Test Your Knowledge About Africa

1. How many countries are there in Africa?

53, including North Africa and the island nations off the east and west coasts of the continent.

2. Which African country has the largest population?

Nigeria, which accounts for one quarter of Sub-Saharan Africa’s population.

3. Which is bigger in area, the United States or Africa? 

The continent of Africa is larger than the U.S., Europe, and China combined.

4. Is Africa mostly desert, grassland, or jungle?

Most of Africa is covered by grassland. One-third is covered by desert and only a very small part is jungle.

5. Which African country was created in the 1840’s through the return of freed American slaves to Africa?

Liberia. Freed slaves started returning to the “Grain Coast” in the 1820s and the settlers proclaimed independence in 1847. Liberia’s capital, Monrovia, is named after American president James Monroe.

6. How many cities with a population over 2 million are found in Sub-Saharan Africa?

There are 12 cities south of the Sahara desert with populations over 2 million. New York, Los Angeles and Chicago are the only cities over 2 million in the United States. The population of Philadelphia is 1.5 million. 

7. Which Sub-Saharan African city had a flourishing university during the time period corresponding to the European Renaissance?

Timbuktu, in modern-day Mali.

8. How many languages are spoken in Africa?

Over 1,000. The most widely spoken language is Swahili with over 30 million speakers.
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