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Abstract
Thelma McDaniel was a collector of the radical literature of the civil rights, black power,
and communist movements in the United States and African solidarity movements
abroad. As a resident of Philadelphia, she collected a variety of documents from mostly
local organizations, including flyers; pamphlets; and newspapers expressing the
sentiments, attitudes, philosophies, strategies, and tactics of these various movements
and participating groups and organizations. Although there is little information on
McDaniel’s life story or her participation in the activities of the civil rights and black
power movements, her collection documents the socio-cultural and political dynamics of
the African American and multiracial struggles throughout the country. This collection is
rich in documenting the on-the-ground activities of the organizing that took place
primarily in Philadelphia, as well as other parts of the United States and Africa.

Background note
The 1940s post-war period in African American communities saw an increase in
concerns for workers’ rights, which linked African American national and local politics
with the political agenda of the Communist Party. This relationship, however, was
solidified with the CP commitment to racial equality as demonstrated through their
support of the young African American men who were charged with rape of white
women in Scottsboro, Alabama in 1931. Taking note of the CP’s participation, much of
the African American community responded by collaborating with or joining the
organization. Philadelphia as well as other northern cities saw increased involvement of
the Communist Party members in African American community-based groups. This was
just one way in which African Americans carved out spaces to articulate their demands,
form organizational units, and develop their platforms during this period.

The civil rights and black power periods in the 1950s and 60s have received attention
from many historians who have provided a narrative and a body of work on those
movements’ strategies, politics, and contestations over rights, liberties, and inequalities.
While these movements took place on many fronts with many aims and locations, there
has remained a geographical bias. Historian Matthew Countryman asserts that the
general narrative of the civil rights movement privileges the rural south over northern
urban spaces. In his text Up South, Countryman (2006) suggests that . . . the modern
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civil rights movement was as much a product of the black experience of racial
oppression in the urban North as it was of life in the segregated South” (4). In fact,
much of the drama of the civil rights and black power movements is demarcated by the
organizing and street uprisings that took place in many urban neighborhoods over
inequality in the labor markets, residential neighborhoods, public schools, and other local
governmental and institutional barriers.

Philadelphia is such a place where political organizing and activism were prominent and
greatly influential in affecting local and national policies regarding civil rights. Evidence
suggests that “. . . it was within black Philadelphia that the call for Black Power, and in
particular the call for community control, had its greatest impact, inspiring a broad range
of organizing initiatives designed to democratize black leadership in the city and
guarantee a voice for the black working-class majority in the governance of their
communities and city” (Countryman 2006: 3). This shift took place as a result of African
American perceptions (and lived experience) that the city lacked concern for racial
equality and African American well-being more generally. Along with this shift on
ideological grounds came a shift in strategies, tactics, and coalition building, as
documented here in this collection.

Scope & content
The Thelma McDaniel collection consists of printed materials, ephemera, and other
items from 1935 to 1989 spanning the breadth of the civil rights and black power
movements in Philadelphia. This small collection documents the ways in which African
Americans and whites participated in the radical movements against inequality in the
United States. The bulk of the material is specifically related to organizations and
political activism in Philadelphia.

Box 1 contains flyers, posters, broadsides, brochures, reports, and photographs dating
from 1942 to 1979 that advertise various socio-cultural, political, or
artistic/entertainment events and activities. There are also some documents such as the
Black American Heritage Flag and an unsigned letter to Afro-American Brothers and
Sisters. Other items in this box include flyers promoting demonstrations in support of
Africa and African American cultural, artistic, and entertainment events. Folder 1 also
contains documents about the March on Washington, such as two flyers and one letter
(1963) signed by Samuel L. Evans who was the chairman of the Philadelphia division for
the 1963 March on Washington organizing committee. The Vietnam War Activism
folder contains nine flyers that announce protest rallies from several organizations
featuring various images of Malcolm X, G.Ls, and Vietnamese people. There is also a
folder of photographs of the bombing of the 16™ Street Church in Birmingham,
Alabama in 1963. The oversized posters, broadsides, and bumper stickers are housed in
the flat file, which feature many individuals such as Huey P. Newton, Angela Davis, Gus
Hall, Jarvis Tyner, Paul Robeson, Henry Winston, and Fred Hampton. Printed on the
reverse side of the Huey P. Newton poster is his message to the Revolutionary People’s
Constitutional Convention held September 5, 1970 in Philadelphia. Additionally, there is
an original flag from the 1963 March on Washington.
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Box 2 contains flyers, broadsides, brochures, and other publications of seventy-four local
and national civil rights and political organizations that were instrumental in advocating
for and/or shifting social policy in the United States. The first folder includes three flyers
from activist coalition groups in Philadelphia promoting boycotts and protest rallies,
such as the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and the Congtess for
Racial Equality (CORE). The other two flyers are reflective of the selective patronage
movement in which American preachers, starting around 1960, called for boycotts and
employment opportunities for local community members. Among the many influential
groups, there is a folder with a documents published by the Black Liberation Army
entitled “Message to the Black Movement: A Political Statement from the Black
Underground,” which explains their platform and positions on liberation politics and
philosophy. Several documents of the political affairs like the March on North Carolina
are included in the National Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression folder. Also,
there is a folder containing many documents produced by the local Philadelphia chapter
of the Black Panther Party, explaining political positions, announcing demonstrations,
and reporting on the many contested affairs with local and federal agencies.

The newsletters, journals, magazines, and other booklets in Box 3 are on a variety of
topics related to the African American experience in the United States; however, the
majority of the publications concern the civil rights and Black Power movement. The
local publications include a newsletter entitled Black America, published by the
Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM); it has articles by Max Stanford, Ph.D.
(Muhammad Ahmad), a historian, educator, and activist, and an article by Robert F.
Williams, who is known for his role in the Monroe, North Carolina chapter of the
NAACP and his book, Negroes With Guns. The Black Ghetto is another local newsletter
published by the Groovers “to educate and bring South and West Philly closer together
physically” and, further, “to educate Black people to a ‘Black’ [sic] point of view.”

National publications include academic journals and magazines. There are two issues of
The African Scholar: Journal of Research and Analysis featuring articles on African politics and
history, such as an article written by Dr. Ali A. Mazrui, a prominent African historian
and educator, entitled “Uganda’s Diplomatic Style: An Outline,” and an interview with
Charles 3X Kenyatta, who worked and organized with Malcolm X and was the leader of
the Mau Mau Party based in Harlem. A single issue of the Insurgent: The National Magazine
of the W. E. B. DuBois Clubs of America (1966) features a poem by Julian Bond and articles
that discuss the Vietnam war and anti-imperialist activism and commentary. Similarly, the
publication Masses and Mainstream is a progressive scholarly journal with articles on
politics, history, philosophy, and social thought; its contributors include Herbert
Aptheker, historian and activist; William Z. Foster, a leader of the Communist Party; and
Patrice Lumumba, prime minister of the Congo.

Boxes 4 and 5 contain flyers, announcements, and a variety of publications written by
and/or on African American and white scholars, activists, and politicians. Among the
more than seventy-nine people represented is activist and educator Angela Davis. Most
of the material in Folder 15 (1971-1984) is related to the activism surrounding the
Angela Davis arrest and trial, which includes .4 Political Biography of Angela Davis written
by the New York Committee to Free Angela Davis and a Free Angela newsletter
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circulated by the National United Committee to Free Angela Davis. Another famous
figure of the civil rights and black power movements is James Forman, who was active in
both the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee and the Black Panther Party.
Folder 23 contains a six-page manifesto that Forman delivered at the National Black
Economic Development Conference in Detroit, Michigan in 1969 entitled To #he White
Christian Churches and the Jewish Synagogues in the United States of America and all other Racist
Institutions. Lesser known but quite representative of the African American presence in
the Communist Party is Chatlene Mitchell, the first African American woman to run for
president of the United States, in 1968. In Folder 47 are two copies of the 1oz
Communist newsletter that features the campaign platform of Mitchell and her running
mate, Michael Zagarell. Anthony Monteiro was another major African American leader
within the Communist Party. He is most known for his role in the local politics of
Philadelphia as an activist and organizer. Folder 49 contains several items that highlight
the political campaign he ran in 1972 for 3" congressional district as a Communist Party
candidate organizing in the local neighborhoods of Philadelphia.

Lastly, in Box 6 are several African American and white newspapers that feature stories
on African and African American culture, business, politics, activism, social and civic
organizations, and Temple University, among other local and national affairs. Most of
the newspapers are represented by single issues with multiple issues of only a few, like
the The Black Panther (1969-1972) and Temple Free Press (1968-1970). Similar to the other
items discussed above, the newspapers delineate the African American freedom struggle
for rights in the United States. With exception, other issues like that of the students’
campus struggle and anti-war activism are also included.
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Folder title Date Box Folder
Africa, Protest Flyers 1971, n.d. 1 1
Aftican American Cultural, 1950-1989, 1 2

Artistic, and Entertainment n.d. (Bulk
Events 1962-
1972)
Albert Saifer, Publisher n.d. 1 3
Black American Heritage Flag n.d. 1 4
Black Buyer’s Guide 1968 1 5
Black History in Pennsylvania 1978 1 6
Conference
Black History Project, Ohio n.d. 1 7
Historical Society
Conference on Education and 1942 1 8
Race Relations (Atlanta, Ga.)
Letter to African American n.d. 1 9
Brothers and Sisters
March on Washington 1963 1 10
Miscellaneous Items n.d. 1 11
Mr. Claude’s Writing Venture n.d. 1 12
Negro History Week 1952-1963, 1 13
n.d.
Rural Affairs 1969, n.d. 1 14
Tenth Anniversary of the 1958 1 15
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights
Vietnam War Activism n.d. 16
Williams, Smith, and Moote vs. 1952 17
City of Kansas City
16" Street Church Bombing 1963 1 18
(Birmingham, Alabama)
Posters and Broadsides 1942-1979, N/A FF1
n.d.

Box 2. Local and National Civil Rights/Black Power Organizations

Folder title Date Box Folder
Activist Coalitions in 1966-1971, 2 1
Philadelphia n.d.
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African Aid Committee n.d. 2

African American Repatriation n.d. 3
Association

Alabama Christian Movement ca 1956 4
for Human Rights, The

American Baptist Convention 1962 5

A. Philip Randolph Institute 1966 6

Anti-Defamation League of 1954-1957, 7
B’Nai B’Rith (New York, N.Y.) n.d.

Arkansas Council of Human n.d. 8
Relations

Black History Museum 1970 9
Committee

Black Liberation Army n.d. 10

Black Panther Party 1968-1971, 11

n.d.

Bowser *79 Campaign 1979 12
Committee, Inc.

California Emergency Defense 1953 13
Committee

California Federation for Civic 1949 14
Unity

Chicago Commission on Human 1964 15
Relations

Christian Friendliness, 1957 16
Department of (New York,
N.Y)

Civil Rights Congress n.d. 17

Commission on Human Rights 1956, n.d. 18
(Philadelphia, Pa.)

Committee for a Free South n.d. 19

Communist Party of Eastern n.d. 20
Pennsylvania

Communist Party of Puerto Rico 1953 21

Cooperating Council of Agencies 1942 22
Serving Negro Youth

Coordinated Citizens Concerned, n.d. 23
The

Congress of Afrikan People n.d. 24

Council on African Affairs n.d. 25

Emergency Conference n.d. 26
Committee

Fair Employment Practice n.d. 27
Commission

Fisk University, Institute of Race 1954 28
Relations
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Freedom Action Committee n.d. 2 29
Free Library of Philadelphia, The n.d. 2 30
Frederick Douglas Educational 1952-1982 2 31
Center and Resource Guide
The Great American Negro 1972 2 32
Calendar
International Black Workers n.d. 2 33
Congress
International Union of Students, n.d. 2 34
Published by New Foundations
Joint Committee to Secure a Fair ca 1951 2 35
Trial for the Trenton Six
Joint Revolutionary Movement 1970 2 36
Leadership Training, Christian ca 1961 2 37
Social Relations and National
Council of American Baptist
Women
Malcolm X Party, The 1974, n.d. 2 38
The Maryland Commission on 1955 2 39
Interracial Problems &
Relations and The Baltimore
Commission on Human
Relations
Nassau County Brotherhood n.d. 2 40
Committee
National Alliance Against Racist 1974, n.d. 2 41
and Political Repression
(Boston, Philadelphia, and New
York)
National Association for the 1943-1966 2 42
Advancement of Colored
People
National Committee for Human 1965 2 43
Rights
National Committee to Abolish n.d. 2 44
the Poll Tax
National Committee to Defend 1953, n.d. 2 45
Negro Leadership
National Council of Churches of 1967, n.d. 2 46
Christ
10
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National Council of the 1958 47
Churches of Christ in U.S.A.,
United Chutch of Christ, The
Anti-Defamation League of
B’Nai Birith, and The United
Presbyterian Church in the
U.S.A.
National Education Dept., 1947-1949 48
Communist Party (California
and New York)
Non-Partisan Committee for the n.d. 49
Election of Negroes to Public
Office
Office of War Information n.d. 50
Operation Freedom 1961-1964 51
Organization of Afro-American 1968 52
Unity, Inc. (OAAU)
Ormsby Village for Youth n.d. 53
Foundation
Philadelphia Coalition Against 1979 54
Police Abuse
Philadelphia Christian Leadership 1968, n.d. 55
Conference
Philadelphia Ethical Society n.d. 56
Philadelphia Women’s n.d. 57
Committee for Equal Justice
Plainfield Joint Defense n.d. 58
Committee
Progressive Party 1948 59
Public Affairs Committee (New 1954-1956 60
York, N.Y.)
Revolutionary Action Movement n.d. 61
(RAM)
Rural Advancement Fund of the n.d. 62
National Sharecroppers Fund
Socialist Workers Party (Clifton 1964-1972, 63
DeBerry & Edward Shaw and n.d.
Andrew Pulley & Linda Jemess)
Students for Democratic Action n.d. 64
Teachers for Integrated Schools 1963 65
Unitarian Universalist, Black ca 1968 66
Affairs Council, Inc.
Universal Negro Improvement n.d. 67
Association
United Public Workers of n.d. 068
Ametica, CIO
11
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United States National Student 1955 2 09
Association and Anti-
Defamation League of B’Nai
Brith
Urban League of Greater Little n.d. 2 70
Rock
Women’s International League ca 1971 2 71
for Peace and Freedom
Workers Defense League 1945 2 72
Writer’s War Board, The (New 1945 2 73
York, N.Y. — Columbia
University)
YMCA-YWCA Development n.d. 2 74
Program
Box 3. Publications
Folder title Date Box Folder
African Scholar, The 1969 3 1
Africa Today 1964 3 2
Afro-Am Speaks (A publication of n.d. 3 3
Afro-Am. Alliance)
Black America 1963 3 4
Black Dialogue 1967 3 5
Black Fire 1975 3 6
Black Ghetto, The 1968-1972, 3 7
n.d.
Black House News 1967, n.d. 3 8
Black Liberation Jonrnal 1976-1981 3 9
Black Theatre n.d. 3 10
“Black Unity” ca 1966 3 11
Chronicle, The 1954 3 12
Clearinghonse News 1975 3 13
Core-Lator 1963 3 14
Correspondence 1964 3 15
Daily World, The n.d. 3 16
Engage/ social action 1984 3 17
Hammer and Steel Newsletter 1965 3 18
Highlander Reports 1956 3 19
Insurgent: The National Magazine of 1966 3 20
the W. E. B. DuBois Clubs of
America
Issues: Philadelphia Housing 1958 3 21
Association
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The Historical Society of Pennsylvania



Thelma McDaniel collection

Collection 3063
Jupiter Island Weekly Bulletin, The 1961 3 22
Latin American Facts 1952 3 23
“Let Freedom Ring” 1953-1965 3 24
Liberation (An Independent Monthly) 1965 3 25
Liberation! (A Publication in Support 1988 3 26
of the ANC, SWAPO, and The
Front Line States)
Liberator 1966-1969 3 27
Liberty 1981 3 28
Look 1960 3 29
Masses and Mainstream 1946-1961 3 30
Monthly Report 1972-1974 3 31
Negro Book Club News Newsletter 1968 3 32
Negro History News 1964 3 33
The Negro Longshoreman 1952 3 34
The New African 1967 3 35
New Horizons for Youth 1964 3 36
newsCAP 1971 3 37
New York Herald Tribune 1957 3 38
The Pennsylvania Edition of the n.d. 3 39
Workers (Newsletter)
RAM Speaks: A Free Conmunity 1963 3 40
Service
Rights 1956 3 41
SECHABA (official organ of the 1973 3 42
African National Congress South
Africa)
SNCC Newsletter 1963-1966 3 43
Trial Newsletter 1974 3 44
Twin Revolution n.d. 3 45
UMOJA 1969 3 46
Vet Report (An Emergency News 1968 3 47
Bulletin on Southeast Asian Affairs)
The Washington Correspondent 1963 3 48
The Worker 3 49
World Trade Union Movement 1952 3 50
(Reprin)
Box 4 & 5. Activists, Scholars, and Politicians
Folder title Date Box Folder
Allen, James S. 1938 4 1
Allport, Gordon W. 1948 4 2
Aptheker, Herbert n.d. 4 3
13
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Atlene, Herbert 1972 4 4
Barber, Jim n.d. 4 5
Blackwell, Lucien n.d. 4 6
Bowser, Charles W. n.d. 4 7
Brown, H. Rap n.d. 4 8
Brown, Lloyd L. 1952 4 9
Brown, Robert AmAfee; 1982 4 10
Harding, Vincent; Braclen,
Anne; and Vivian, C. T.
Bullock, Matthew, Jr. 1971 4 11
Burnham, Louis 1955-1960 4 12
Dr. Carver 1954 4 13
Coleman, Joseph E. n.d. 4 14
Davis, Angela 1971-1984 4 15
Davis, Benjamin J. 1947-1962, 4 16
n.d.
Davis, William R. n.d. 4 17
Dean, Elwood 1949 4 18
Dodd, C. H.; Cragg, G. R.; Ellul, 1951 4 19
Jacques
DuBois, W. E. B. 1980, n.d. 4 20
Eastland, James O. (Hon.) 1955 4 21
Ford, James W. 1941 4 22
Forman, James 1969 4 23
Graham, Arthur J. 1969 4 24
Gregory, Dick 1968, n.d. 4 25
Hall, Gus 1962 4 26
Hall, Gus, and Tyner, Jarvis 1972 4 27
Hankins, Freeman 1972 4 28
Hassler, Alfred 1956 4 29
Hansen, Carl F. 1957 4 30
Herman, Wrice nd 4 31
Holt, Herbert 1962 4 32
Huberman, Leo, and Sweezy, 1956 4 33
Paul M.
Hunton, Alpheus n.d. 4 34
Jackson, James E. 1957-1984, 4 35
n.d.
Johnson, Tom 1935 4 36
Jones, Eugene Wayman (Dr.) 1964 4 37
King, Martin Luther, Jr. (Dr.) 1963-1968, 4 38
n.d.
Lee, Irving J. 1950-1956 4 39
Letelier, Orlando 1976 4 40
14
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Lewis, Alfred Baker n.d. 4 41
Lightfoot, Claude 1955-1977 4 42
Lynn, Conrad ca 1967 4 43
McGovern, George 1972 4 44
Metcalfe, Ralph H. n.d. 4 45
Mills, Fletcher n.d. 4 46
Mitchell, Chatlene 1968 4 47
Montagu, Ashley n.d. 4 48
Monteiro, Anthony (Dr.) 1972 4 49
Moore, Cecil B. n.d. 4 50
Nabried, Thomas 1965-1976 4 51
Nagin, Rick 1972 4 52
Perry, Pettis 1953 4 53
Proctor, Roscoe n.d. 4 54
Purcell, Sarah n.d. 4 55
Robeson, Paul 1950 5 1
Robinson, Joseph L., Jr. 1975 5 2
Rodgers, Carolyn M. 1969 5 3
Rogers, William P. 1958 5 4
Saunders, Doris E. 1963 5 5
Schermer, George 1960 5 6
Scott, Horace C. (M.D.) 1956 5 7
Sell, Evelyn n.d. 5 8
Seniors, Clarence H. n.d. 5 9
Sergent, Mary Elizabeth 1949 5 10
Sillan, Lelan F., Jr. n.d. 5 11
Smith, Kenneth J. n.d. 5 12
Southerland, Robert H. n.d. 5 13
Wallace, George n.d. 5 14
Walzer, Ken, and Gregg, Dennis 1967 5 15
Wheeldin, Donald C. 1973 5 16
Williams, John Henry 1940 5 17
Williams, Robert W., Jr. 1969 5 18
Windsor, Rudolph R. 1971 5 19
Winston, Henry M. 1941-1967 5 20
Worthy, William 1961, n.d. 5 21
Wyer, Samuel S. 1949 5 22
X, Marvin n.d. 5 23
X, Sterling 1971 5 24
Box 6. Newspapers
Folder title Date Box Folder
15
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Afro-Hawai’i News 1987 6 1
Anti-Apartheid News 1976 6 2
BarbWire Society 1971 6 3
Black Pages 1972 6 4
Black Panther, The 1969-1972 6 5
Black Torch 1969 6 6
Black Truth 1965-1969 6 7
Bond, The 1968 6 8
Buffalo Broadcaster 1948 6 9
Buffalo Star, The 1945 6 10
Daily World 1973 6 11
Dig This 1969 6 12
Free Angela 1971 6 13
Free Student 1964 6 14
Model World News, The 1971 6 15
Negro Affairs Quarterly 1953-1954 6 16
Negro History Week 1954-1955 6 17
New America 1963 6 18
Nickel Review 1970 6 19
Paper, The 1970 6 20
Philadelphia Flame, The 1975, n.d. 6 21
Philadelphia Free Press 1970 6 22
Plain Dealer 1970 6 23
Record, The (An Independent Student 1969 6 24
V0ice)
San Francisco Wildcat 1971 6 25
Schuylkill River Express 1970 6 26
Sobu Newsletter 1971 6 27
Soulforce 1968 6 28
Struggle (V' oice of the Black S tudent- 1971 6 29
Worker)
Temple Free Press 1968-1970 6 30
Tenants Adyocate 1975 6 31
Tri-Cities News 1958 6 32
West Philadelphia Broadside 1970 6 33
Woman’s Reporter, The 1969 6 34
Worker, The 1948-1968 6 35
Worker Magazine, The 1948 6 36
Wree-View, The (Bi-Monthly Bulletin 1977 6 37
of Women for Racial and Economic
Egnality)
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