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Abstract 
John Bartram was an eighteenth-century botanist.  He established a premier botanic 
garden in America and made extensive journeys throughout the eastern United States, 
during which gathered many hitherto unknown American plants.  His son William was 
also an eminent botanist.  This collection contains papers of John Bartram and his sons 
William, Isaac, and Moses.  Included are journals written by John Bartram, observations 
of his journeys, and correspondence. William Bartram is represented by correspondence, 
photostats of his journey observations, illustrations, a commonplace book, and his 
Pharmacopoeia. Also included in the collection are Moses Bartram’s diplomas, Isaac 
Bartram’s letter book, and miscellaneous family letters, checks, and receipts. 
 
 

Background note 
John Bartram (1699-1777) was the self-taught “Father of American Botany.”  Bartram’s 
career as a botanist began with the creation of his garden in Kingsessing, Pennsylvania.  
While Bartram’s botanical garden was probably not the first in America, it soon became 
the largest and most impressive.  He traveled extensively throughout the eastern United 
States collecting plant specimens.  His first expedition was through Maryland and 
Virginia, where he traveled up the James River and into the Blue Ridge Mountains.  
Other trips led Bartram through the Catskill Mountains and Oswego, New York, to Lake 
Ontario, and later to the Carolinas.  Bartram’s final trip, in 1765, took him to Florida, 
where he served as King George’s royal botanist. 
 
Of John Bartram’s nine children, William (1739-1823) is the best known.  He attended 
the Philadelphia Academy for four years, beginning in 1752.  Despite his father’s desire 
that he learn a trade, William was fascinated by botany and pursued his love of nature 
throughout his life.  He accompanied his father on the 1765 expedition in Florida and, in 
1773, returned to further explore the state.  William spent nearly four years in the 
southern United States and later published an account of his travels.  Two of John 
Bartram’s other children, Moses and Isaac Bartram, were Philadelphia merchants.  
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Scope & content 
The majority of materials in this collection relate to John and William Bartram.  Items of 
note include John’s incoming correspondence and William’s incoming and outgoing 
correspondence.  Among the correspondents represented are Benjamin Smith Barton, 
William Byrd, Alexander Calhoun, Mark Catesby, Peter Collinson, Benjamin Franklin, 
James Freeman, and John Fothergill.   There are also fragments of the journals both men 
kept during various exploratory missions.  Texts written by John Bartram consist of a 
portion of his observations made on his journey through the Carolinas, Georgia, and 
Florida, 1765; and the full text of the diary, 1765-1766, transcribed by William 
Darlington, “with illustrative notes from his correspondence.”  William Bartram’s 
writings are represented by his “Travels through the Carolinas, Georgia and East and 
West Florida, 1773-1777,” his Pharmacopoeia on plant and medicinal remedies, and a copy 
of his answers to Benjamin Smith Barton’s question concerning Native Americans.  
Other material in the collection includes original engravings (and Photostats) of various 
flora and fauna, William Bartram’s commonplace book, the Bartram family bible,  
miscellaneous family letters, checks and receipts. 
 
The papers of Isaac and Moses Bartram comprise a small section of the collection, and 
include Isaac Bartram’s letter book of 1790 to 1814, four of Moses Bartram’s diplomas, 
and several family letters. 
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Related materials 
John Bartram Association Records and John Bartram Correspondence are located at the 
American Philosophical Society.  Additional materials relating to John and William 
Bartram can be found at the British Museum in London. 
 

 

Subjects 
Botany – Eighteenth Century 
Botany – Nomenclature 
Botany – Surveying 
Georgia – Travel and description 
Florida – Travel and description 
 
Bartram, Isaac 
Bartram, John, 1699-1777 
Bartram, Moses, 1732-1809 
Bartram, William, 1739-1823 
Byrd, William, 1674-1744 
Calhoun, Alexander 
Catesby, Mark, 1683-1749 
Collinson, Peter, 1694-1768 
Darlington, William, 1782-1863 
Fothergill, John, 1712-1780 
Franklin, Benjamin, 1706-1790 
Payne, John Howard, 1791-1852 
Purvis, Anthony 
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Administrative Information 
 

Restrictions 
Photostats of items at the British Museum may not be published without written consent 
of the British Museum.  Materials on deposit for the John Bartram High School may not 
be published without written consent of the school. 
 
 

Alternative format 
None. 

 
 
Preferred citation 

[Indicate the cited item or series here], Bartram Family papers (Collection 36), The 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

 
 

Processing note 
This collection was reprocessed as part of the EAD finding aid project in January 2001.  
Items improperly housed were put in archival folders and boxes.  The incomplete 
inventory was expanded into a complete inventory and finding aid.  The collection, 
however, is not completely processed and the current arrangement should be revisited. 
 
William Bartram Travels, manuscript draft, part 3 (Volume 4) formerly had the call 
number Am .0173. 
 
William Bartram Pharmacopaeia (Volume 6) formerly had the call number Wzz .259. 
 
John Bartram diary, 1765-1766 [copy] (Volume 9) formerly had the call number          
Am .0171. 
 
John Bartram family bible (Volumes 11-12) formerly had the call number Wzz .258. 
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Box and volume inventory  
 

Please note: In HSP’s library is an item-level inventory for the papers in Boxes 1-4.  
An exact scan of this inventory has been placed in Appendix 1 starting on page 7 of 
this guide. 

 
Box/Vol. Box or volume title Dates Notes 

Box 1 Volume I, pages 1-104 1737-1805, 
undated (bulk 
1740-1775) 

Broadside on slavery, 
1783 (pg. 86) transferred 
to call # Ab n.d. 251 

Box 2 Volume II, pages 1-103 1732-1760  

Box 3 Volume III, pages 1-104 1738-1795, 
undated (bulk 
1760-1775) 

 

Box 4 Volume IV, pages 1-115 1739-1813, 
undated (bulk 
1750-1774) 

 

Box 5 Bartram papers on deposit for 
the John Bartram High School 
by Dr. Edward Wildman 

1684-1819 10 folders. See page 24 
for inventory. 

Boxes 6-7 Bartram miscellaneous 
manuscripts 

 Box 6: 12 folders. 
Box 7: 4 folders 
See page 24 for 
inventories 

Box 8 Moses Bartram’s diplomas; 
Bartram’s drawings 
(Photostats); Bartram’s plant 
book (Photostats); Bartram to 
John Fothergill, 1767-1771 
(Photostats) 

1782-1790, circa 
1935 

2 folders; approx. 100 
items 

Box 9 Engravings of plants circa 1760s 22 items 

Vol. 1 John Bartram journal 1765  

Vols. 2-4 William Bartram Travels, 
manuscript draft, parts 1-3 

undated  

Vol. 5 William Bartram commonplace 
book 

1797-1802  

Vol. 6 William Bartram Pharmacopaeia undated  

Vol. 7 Isaac Bartram letterbook 1790-1814  

Vol. 8 John [or Moses?] Bartram index 1791  

Vol. 9 John Bartram diary, 1765-1766 
[copy] 

circa 1850 Diary kept during his 
excursion in the 
Carolinas, Georgia, and 
Florida.  Transcribed by 
William Darlington 
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Vol. 10 William Bartram “Answers to 
Benjamin Smith Barton’s 
queries about the Indians” 
[copy] 

circa 1868 Transcribed by John 
Howard Payne 

Vols. 11-
12 

John Bartram family bible 1797  

Vol. 13 “Journal kept by John Bartram 
Botanist to his Majesty for the 
Floridas upon the Journey from 
St. Augustine up the River 
Johns,” 1765-1766 [copy] 

1915 Transcribed by Carlotta 
Herring-Browne 
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Appendix 1: Inventories of letters and index to correspondents in 
Volumes 1-4 (Boxes 1-4) 
 

 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

8 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

9 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

10 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

11 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

12 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

13 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

14 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

15 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

16 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

17 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

18 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

19 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

20 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

21 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

22 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

23 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Bartram Family papers 
Collection 36 

24 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

Appendix 2: Inventories of Bartram manuscripts in Boxes 5-7 
 
Box 5 
 

1. Deed, Nathan Jones to Robert Carr, 27 Sept 1819 
2. Deed, Andrew Jonason to John Bartram, 8 Apr. 1738 
3. Deed, Neels Jonason to Andrew Jonason, 26 Oct. 1722 
4. Survey and descriptions of land in Kingsessing, sold by Andrew Jonason to John 

Bartram, 25 Mar. 1738 (copy – 22 Apr. 1722) 
5. Peter Peterson Yocumbe land patent, 22 Jan. 1684 
6. John Bartram will, 17 Jan. 1772 (copy) 
7. Map of James Bartram Jr.’s land, 16 June 1819 
8. James Bartram will, 19 Jan. 1797 
9. Neels Jonason will, 28 Oct. 1721 
10. Mortgage and bond, Andrew Jonason to Trustees Loan Office, 4 Sept. 1735 
11. Lease, Andrew Jonason to Humphrey Jones, 17 May 1734 

 
 
Box 6 
 

1. W. Bartram’s journal while in George and Florida (Photostats), 2 folders 
2. Original will, 17 Jan. 1772; letters issued, 11 Aug. 1780; Photostats of will and 

inventory 
3. Letters, 1805, 1841 
4. John Bartram letters, 1769-1771 (Photostats) 
5. Survey of John Bartram’s land, 1796 
6. Misc. letters and documents, 1805-1841 
7. Bartram reunion address by Caroline Bartram Kelley, 8 June 1893 
8. Letter of Frank E. Marshall, 19 June 1894 
9. Isaac Bartram Jr. checks, 1840 
10. Misc. receipts 
11. Francis D. West calendar of Bartram papers, Vols. I-IV 
 

 
Box 7 
 

1. William Bartram “Specimens Plant Book A. Georgia” (Photostat) 
2. John Bartram biography, chapter 1 (copy) 
3. “View of Alatchua Savanah” (Photostat) 
4. Bartram genealogical chart 

 
 


