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Pennsylvania Railroads 

 

 The Germantown & Norristown Railroad line was the first built in Philadelphia in 1832. 

 In 1833, construction on the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad began, connecting the city 
to anthracite coal mines in the western part of the state. 

 In 1870 the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad leased the Germantown & Norristown 
Railroad lines, along with several other lines, creating a large network of rail lines under 
their operation. 

 Railroad lines have left a permanent mark on the city, with buildings and communities 
forming around their tracks and stations. 

 
Primary Sources on the Germantown Norristown Railroad 
 
Act of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, incorporating the Philadelphia, Germantown, and 
Norristown Rail Road Co 
by Philadelphia, Germantown, and Norristown Rail Road Company  
Published 1831   
Call Number: Vp* .835 
 
Opening [public opening] of Philadelphia, Germantown and Norristown railroad: June 7, 1832; A 
subaltern's furlough in 1832 
Call Number: Oe.3765 

  
Facisimile of Newspaper ad From American Daily 
Advertiser, November 24, 1832. First Advertisment of 
Locomotive Travel, Philadelphia, Germantown and 
Norristown, R.R [electronic resource] 
Published 1832 
Call Number: 4645 
Digital Library link: 
http://digitallibrary.hsp.org/index.php/Detail/Object/Sho
w/idno/4645 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Facisimile of Newspaper ad From American 
Daily Advertiser, November 24, 1832. (4645) 
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Lease and contract between the Philadelphia, Germantown and Norristown Railroad Co. and 
the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Company 
by Philadelphia, Germantown, and Norristown Rail Road Company  
Published 1870 
Call Number: Vp* .835 
 
Germantown and Norristown 
Railroad Crossing, October 15, 1877 
[electronic resource] 
Published 1877 
Call Number: 4435 
Digital Library link: 
http://digitallibrary.hsp.org/index.php
/Detail/Object/Show/idno/4435 
 
 

 
 

  Germantown and Norristown Railroad 
Crossing, October 15, 1877 (4435) 

 
 
Primary Sources on the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad 
 
Rules for all passenger train conductors, on the Philadelphia and Reading Rail Road: 
November, 1855 
by Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Co  
Published 1855 
Call Number: Vp .606 
 
Plan of reorganization of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Co. and affiliated companies: 
as amended December 14th, 1886 
by Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Co  
Published 1886 
Call Number: Vp* .61 v.4 
 
Report made to the managers of the Philadelphia and Reading Rail Road Company 
by Neal, D. A. 1793-1861.  
Published 1849 
Call Number: Vp* .6 v.1 
 
[Time-tables: main line division and connections] 
by Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Co 
Call Number: Vp* .67 v.2 
 
 
 



 

HEAD for the Future is an education initiative by the Historical Society of Pennsylvania in 
partnership with Wells Fargo. 

 
Report of the engineers of the Philadelphia and Reading Rail Road Company,: with 
accompanying documents, and the report of a committee of the board to whom the same were 
referred 
by Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Co  
Published 1838 
Call Number: Vp* .6 v.1 
 
Report on the Philadelphia and Reading rail road, as surveyed by Moncure Robinson, engineer 
by Robinson, Moncure, 1802-1891.  
Published 1834 
Call Number: Vp* .61 v.1 
 
--pleasant places on the Reading Railroad : a directory of summer resorts, summer boarding 
houses, summer hotels within convenient distance of Philadelphia and accessible by the se... 
by Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Co  
Published 1895 
Call Number: Vp* .68 
 
Secondary Sources: 
 
Philadelphia: a railroad history 
by Duffy, Edward W., 1947- 
Published 2013 
Call Number: UPA/Ph TF 25 .P5 D84 2013 (Open Stacks) 
 
Philadelphia railroads 
by Meyers, Allen. 
Published 2010 
Call Number: UPA/Ph TF 25 .P5 M49 2010 (open stacks) 

 
 


