Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society

- Created in 1833 when women could not join the newly-formed American Anti-Slavery Society

- An interracial organization from the start, members petitioned for abolition and boycotted goods
manufactured by slaves.

- Donated money to the Pennsylvania Abolition Society, supported the Underground Railroad
through donations and the housing, protection, and transportation of escaped slaves.

- In May 1838, when the second Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women held their second
national meeting in Philadelphia’s newly constructed Pennsylvania Hall, a huge mob of
pro-slavery protestors, enraged by the presence of white women publicly interacting with both
men and African Americans, burned the hall to the ground.
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A fragile freedom : African American women and emancipation in the antebellum city

This book is the first to chronicle the lives of African American women in the urban north during
the early years of the republic. A Fragile Freedom investigates how African American women in
Philadelphia journeyed from enslavement to the precarious status of “free persons” in the
decades leading up to the Civil War and examines comparable developments in the cities of
New York and Boston.
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