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Purvis, twenty-six years of age, was a wealthy Charleston-born
mulatto who had committed himself to the antislavery cause in 1830.
He had contributed to the launching of Garrison’s Liberator, helped
form the American Anti-Slavery Society at Philadelphia’s Adelphi
Hall in 1833, traveled to Great Britain and the Continent partially
on an abolition mission, joined the American Moral Reform Society
in 1835, and, two years later, journeyed to Harrisburg for the
founding meetings of the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society. That
same year his razor-edge victory in rescuing a hapless victim from
the clutches of slave captors convinced him that the time had come
to form a group to help the runaways.

In the summer of 1836 four slave brothers, whose last name was
identical to that of Dorsey, their master, took “French leave”
from Liberty, Frederick County, Maryland. Reaching Philadelphia
under assumed names, they found their way to Purvis’ door. His
reputation as a friend of fugitives was well known, and his house at
Ninth and Lombard streets contained a hidden basement room,
reached by a trap door, for emergency concealments.* Since Thomas
wished to remain in town, Purvis carried William, Charles, and
Basil to the large farm he owned on the Neshaminy in Bucks County,

three miles from Bristol. Hiring Basil himself, he found employment
for the other two brothers with nearby farmers. But fate had an
unpleasant surprise in store. The owner of the brothers learned of
their whereabouts and promptly engaged a slave catcher. After
Thomas had been seized in Philadelphia, Mr. Dorsey and friends
then surprised Basil as he was plowing in a remote corner of the
Purvis property on July 17. He put up a stout fight, but soon,
handcuffed, his arms scratched, and his torn clothing hanging in
strips, was bundled off in a carriage to a Bristol jail for the night.
The next day, about noon, his captors hurried him into the courtroom
at Doylestown, hoping to get commitment papers from Judge John
Fox. To their surprise, an indignant Purvis stood there awaiting
them. Having learned of the abduction, he had hastened William and

40n one occasion he harbored so many fugitives that the authorities became openly
suspect. Appraised of the fact, Purvis hurried all the slaves under cover of darkness aboard
a friend’s small steamer which plied up and down the Delaware River. An hour before scheduled
it sailed away, leaving regular passengers stranded but bearing the Negroes to freedom.
Unidentified newspaper clipping of August, 1850, Archibald H. Grimké Papers, Howard
University Library. For data on Purvis see Joseph A. Boromé, “Robert Purvis and His Early
Challenge to American Racism,” Negro History Bullesin, XXX (1967), 8-10.
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resources and physical efforts had to be supplemented quickly.
Other abolitionists were of like mind, the affair having taught them
“the importance of exertion,” as William H. Johnson put it.° There-
fore, in August, 1837, the very month of Basil’s discharge, they met
to organize the Vigilant Association of Philadelphia.” Its primary aim
was “to create a fund to aid colored persons in distress.”® Members
were to pay twenty-five cents on joining, contribute a minimum of
seventy-five cents annually, and elect by ballot a Vigilant Com-
mittee of fifteen persons. This committee, in turn, would appoint
from its number a president, a secretary, a treasurer, subcom-
mittees, and a salaried agent to collect funds. At their first session,
the members chose for president the prominent Negro dentist
James McCrummell, and for secretary and treasurer, respectively,
the Negroes Jacob C. White and James Needham. While the work
of the committee was to be shrouded in secrecy, the existence of the
Association was to be publicized.

By April, 1838, membership in the Association had grown, but
help to an increasing number of fugitive slaves had created a greater
need for funds. Meeting publicly in Zoar Church in Broom Street,
the Association passed a resolution to publish its proceedings in
the Pennsylvania Freeman, organ of the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery
Society, to which some members belonged. It hoped by this sort of
advertising to bring in more individuals and money.? The burning of
Pennsylvania Hall in May by an antiabolitionist mob emboldened
rather than intimidated the foes of slavery, and by July the As-
sociation was strengthened by a valuable auxiliary in the Female
Vigilant Association, founded, as the general public was informed,
to “act in concert” and assist in fund raising.® On the ladies’ vigilant
committee of fifteen sat President Elizabeth White, Hetty Reckless,
and Elizabeth Colly. Before the close of the year, they and their
associates had raised money through such means as a West Indian
Emancipation Day (August 1) public meeting and a December fair."

6 National Enquirer, Aug. 10, 1837,

7 Ibid., Aug. 31, 1837.

8 Jbid., Sept. 7, 1837.

9 Pennsyloania Freeman, Apr. 26, May 10, 1838.
10 74id., July 5, 1838.

11 Jbid., July 26 and Dec. 27, 1838.
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who gave freely of their time and sometimes of their money; to the
firm direction of Robert Purvis; to the efficiency of agent Jacob C.
White, who once put down his barbering tools for more than a
fortnight that he might escort a family of eight into Canada; and
to a working relationship with the New York Committee of Vigilance
that rose above rapidly deepening differences between Negro New
Yorkers and Negro Pennsylvanians on general antislavery policy.’®
During 1840 and 1841, the expenditures and labors of the Philadel-
phia Vigilant Committee increased. To channel every possible penny
to their essential purpose and to expedite cases, the members decided
to eliminate the salary of the secretary (aggrieved, Robert B. Ayres
resigned) and to substitute for the paid agent an “acting committee”’
of three substantial men, the organizing of whose efforts devolved
upon Robert Purvis. The members also got up such schemes to tap
the pocketbooks of the public as collections in Negro churches, a
“soiree,” and a concert. With Edwin H. Coates and other whites
voted off the committee toward the close of 1840, meetings were
transferred to the house of Purvis, who had sought to strengthen
the body by bringing in his brother-in-law Robert B. Forten, and
his fellow South Carolinian the Reverend Daniel A. Payne of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church.

The tempo of action rose. From an average of two cases a week
in the spring of 1841, it reached an average of three and a half cases
by early fall.” Group diligence, however, began to dwindle. Then,
a few months after the satisfying ruling of the United States Supreme
Court in Prigg v. Pennsylvania, came a rude shock. On August I,
1842, the city of Philadelphia experienced one of the worst race

16 The Pennsylvanians, believers in Garrisonianism, held to a universal moral reform

philosophy. The New Yorkers, fast drifting from the Garrison camp, wanted the adoption of
practical and realistic measures that would raise up the down-trodden Negro rather than
mankind in general. By 1841 the two groups would be poles apart and for more than ten years
men like James McCrummell would avoid participation in national Negro conventions.
Howard Holman Bell, “A Survey of the Negro Convention Movement, 1830-1861"" (unpub-
lished Ph.D. dissertation, Northwestern University, 1953), 49-50, 53, 356, 169.

17 From June 23 to September 2 the Vigilant Committee handled thirty-two cases, and
from September 2 to October 11, seventeen. The year 1842 brought even more impressive
figures: between January 20 and June g, forty-six cases; and between June g and September 8
one hundred and seventeen. Minutes of the Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society,
Historical Society of Pennsylvania. These figures not only suggest that more slaves ran away
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riots in its pre-Civil War history.
groes parading in honor of Emancipation Day in the West Indies.
When the marchers retaliated in kind, the doubly incensed assailants
fell upon the Negro residential section, especially between Fifth and
Eighth streets, murdering and wounding individuals and pillaging
stores. The next day the mobocrats swarmed over a wider area. On
both days Purvis’ dwelling was one of their targets. Not only had the
Vigilant Committee that met within his walls broadcast its exploits
in the newspapers, but the abolitionist activities of its proud and
sharp-tongued president were no secret, what with his membership
in national and local antislavery societies and involvement in the
underground railroad. During the first day of the riot he sat on the
staircase of his house facing the front door, armed with guns and
pistols and prepared to shoot the first intruder. As the howling rabble
swirled about outside, two large fires in the neighborhood attracted
their attention and drew them off, But the following day they were
back in force. This time Purvis was saved when Father Patrick
Moriarity, a Catholic priest, appeared to rebuke them. Finally, when

July
8 White hoodlums attacked Ne-

in warmer months, they raise the question whether more slaves fled the south in the eighteen-
forties than in the eighteen-fifties, when a stronger fugitive slave law went into operation—
this despite the usual view of an ever-rising tide of runaways, coupled with such sensational
episodes as the Shadrach and Jerry rescues of 13 $§1, and the Burns’ affair of 18 54. In his
documentary account of a later Philadelphia committee, William Still listed about eight
hundred fugitives assisted between 1852 and 1860, On Still's listing see Larry Gara, “William
Still and the Underground Railroad,” Pennsylvania History,

XXVIII (1961), 34. This, roughly
averaged, amounted to less than two a week, Purvis himself estimated that the Vigilant Com-

average of one fugitive a day during its lifetime, which
ended about 1852, Siebert, 10, 346. This gives the palm to the cighteen-forties and is worthy
of investigation. Purvis was eighty-five years of age when he gave his approximation, and he
did so without documents, for soon after the enactment of the Fugitive Slave Law of 18 50 he
had destroyed the records of escaped slaves whom he and his co-workers had helped, fearing for
his family because of such potentially incriminating evidence. Granting the human tendency
for innocent exaggeration, Purvis had an extraordinary memory and his mind remained alert
until the last months of his life. He died Apr. 15, 1808, in his eighty-eighth year. His calculation
may contain more truth than fiction. Larry Gara, “The Underground Railroad: Legend or
Reality,” Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society, CV (1961), 337-338, deals ef.

fectively with the tendency of aging abolitionists to magnify the number of fugitive slaves
they had assisted.
18 R. R. Wright Jr., The Negro in Pennsyloania (Philadelphia, 1912), 178; DuBois, 29-30.

1

Sheriff Lewis Morris called to say he could no ]gongker g::;:x;t:z
protection, Purvis went to his country home in Bucks
i bsiding of the tumult.!® ; .
aw’?‘:etzg':il:- crippid the Vigilant Commllttge and sl;ilol;ri’:;::; ll:z
ea
2 Within a few months he acquired a siz :
glcb‘;?rc adjoining the Friends Meeting House ‘ground_s. T]iut‘l:xi:r ]'::f
. v?cri’ his household, turning his back on residence in t If; - yr
l1-:’311':'i111(:1delpI'1i=;. for some thirty years. With his l:lfepa.rturre.‘l..l 1:(;l guf; f]i
d his hand withdrawn, the Vigilant Committee, whic dc o
:;ord to exacerbate the public temper by concerted and adver
ion, lapsed into desuetude. Ok
acginbg::uhu 28, 1843, an attempt was ma.]cxie t}(: rev(l;lz.lea :ltesai;
i ing in the First Presbyterian Church, where -
pGublcifn:;e:lar;gI::stor. Guided by Gardiner, the Committee \.va_s; t:;
oa::-sist of faces old and new, among the latte:r the Nfegro ;1:::11 i
jslexander Crummell, Hetty Reckless—an 9bv1ous grafting :s- i
apparently defunct auxiliary_anfi J. Miller Mcl'gfn];,u:.Gardiner
loyee of the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery So:l:lety. Lton
N ng Purvis, nor was the pall of the 1842 riot easily dispe e.ls
‘;;(fre likely tc:o, the Vigilant Committee suffered fro}:lndthg qu;;:;; >
g i itioni atched by
nsylvania abolitionists that were m . ‘
?emugrslgw}ﬁsﬁ c:;ppled chances of state-wide Negro co-operation until

i i been besieged
10 Philadelphia Press, Aug. 3, 10, 1890. His Lombard Street d;el]l:cngh ::dwrjtten s
before. One night, following the appearance of a newspape:‘ lar}::, :h i
1 inl a special tax to pay the state debt, a mob gathered. leh d: s
W!I;d.rgcw under the impression that several Negro men were insi 6, i
:ltni a Negro church in the vicinity. Philadelphia Pm.r! Apr. 1 i,m fm. st :
u"mrllf was bad enough, he thought, that blame for the riot Was ¢ T iﬁk“m:sme”iv -
lunged him into anger and despair all the more was ‘the apa 317 o
whha};’g l.J‘:“gl:-:n-mmunitsr Press, Church, Magistrates” which Pg;tllcs: :rHe“”r Aty
S h fiie o i i imation.” vis to s
: lete nothingness in puhlll:‘estim i : bl
groes’ u:::r:“é;:i:?ne;apers, Boston Public Library. A portion .Of I;hij::t::;thwe o
Aus;:ﬂ: ;thiii' ht alteration in the Liberator of Sept. 9 1842, is given :1;' ;1‘ s
peared w g History of the Negro People in the United Smr:‘:.(]\lew York, 9 [w’m‘a e
4 Eo‘rmq:m[? wln “i-[ii]cr McKim and Pennsylvania Abolitionism,” Pennsy
1 Ira V. Brown, l ool
XXX -72, does not treat of this particular i e
22 é:fe:fi),bii;t}l the resultant avalanche OAf Negn:hdlsoo:::fihm:nnte ;ec;:t ;:;:r]nsﬁmm,
i izations and projects. Among them w =
?elf-?egr;\;imfzt :;i:m:: the house of John P. Burr, and “]i newrs)pa&tf:]', ot;;e ﬁi’;;‘:iﬁi; i
Shie dan 4 is and others. [William D. Wilson],
R f June 29, 1841, by Purvis an v S
f—;tﬁ léf*::i:ijoci:;:;dggmm in Philadelphia, by a Southerner (Philadelphia, 1841)
15 :




328 JOSEPH A. BOROME

at least 1848.% Certain it is tha
Society, which had praised the effo
meetings of 1841, 1843, and 1844
Vigilant Committee gav
By 1852 it had disinteg
forth a replacement.
Within a year of its Passage in 1850, Pennsylvania had “furnished
more victims to the Fugitive Slave Law than all other states of the
Union.”2s Heart-rending episodes multiplied as Negroes were dragged

July

t the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery
rts of the Committee at its annual
> ceased doing so. As a body, the
e way increasingly to individual endeavors.
rated,* but before long circumstances called

December 2, 1852, At 2 meeting in the rooms of the Pennsylvania
Anti-Slavery Society, a new vigilance committee was created that
owed not a little in outline to the older one. Heading the General
Committee of nineteen, lending the weight of his name as the most
eminent Negro in Pennsylvania, was the father of the 1837 associ-
ation, Robert Purvis. His role, however, was not to be notably
busy one. Although he could count on a few veterans like Jacob C.
White and John D. Oliver, far more burden fell on the four members
of the Acting Commi ttee, especially its chairman, the tireless adopted
Philadelphian William Still.2 The assistant since 1847 to J. Miller
McKim at the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society, Still was prob-

ably, as McKim was assuredly, associated with the first vigilance
committee,

23 Bell, 184, mentions the Negro feuding,
Richardson’s useful “The Anti-Slavery Acti
M. A. essay, Howard University, 1937).

24 In 1851 it may have played a part in the Christiana tragedy,
Still, it sent a messenger to warn the Negro William Parker that Edward Gorsuch of Maryland
was on his way to claim two of his runaways whom Parker was hiding. When Gorsuch and
his party appeared and met with some one hundred armed Negroes, they refused to leave
without the slaves. Fighting ensued. Gorsuch was killed, his son was seriously injured, and
the fugitives escaped. William Still, The Underground Rail Road (Philadelphia, 1872), 349;
Siebert, 280.

25 Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society, Aunual Repore (Philadelphia, 18 §1), I1.

26 Edward R. Turner, The Negro in Pennsyhania, Sfao:ry&‘em—'mde—ﬁ'mdom, 1639-r86r
(Washington, 1g11), 242.
#7 Of eourse Purvis may have assisted the work of the Acting Committee. Hig name,

however, does not appear in the journal of the Philadelphia Vigilance Committee (1852-1857)
in the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
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f the American Anti-

28 Gara, “William Still,” 37.

30 Thus, as re ve € les arry Gara, The Liberty Lin the Le end of the =
h 2 respecti xamples, L Yy 3 Lii ¥ €y 74 f Under
i)

t Chronology
d Railroad (Lexington, 1961), g9, and Irving S. and é\'ell M. Kull, A4 Shori
ro L ¥ 1 X .
i}v;’;m‘c‘:n History 1492-r950 (New Brunswick, 1951), 10
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whose father had served that committee in various capacities.?
Gardiner found it with other materials in the cellar of a church
about to be demolished. This precious book, embracing affairs of
some five years, is of manifold value, It shows how the earlier com-
mittee served as a model for the later and more famous one. It
provides some statistics of fugitives helped—scarce information in
general and especially for the period covered—statistics that con-
firm an early and fairly heavy flow of fugitives to Canada. It sub-
stantiates clearly the existence of a working arrangement between
vigilance committees in two important cities, New York and Phila-
delphia; and it details the type of tasks patien tly performed by men
who often labored far from the limelight of dramatic incident,
In revealing their names, some white and many black, the Minute
Book adds to the knowledge of those “forgotten characters. , . the
Negro members of the varjous vigilance committees,” and helps to
identify as Negroes such vigilance committee and underground
railroad workers as James Joshua Gould Bias, cited in Siebert’s
directory.® Lastly, it constitutes the sole extended record of a vigi-
lance committee that existed before the Federal Fugitive Slave
Law of 1850 inspired the activities of later vigilance committees—
committees which are documented in such sources as William Still’s
book on Philadelphia and Theodore Parker’s collection of papers,
presented to the Boston Public Library, on the operations of that
city’s association.

In preparing the following notebook for publication, certain
changes in punctuation and capitalization have been made in the
interest of easier reading, but lapses in spelling have not been cor-
rected except in a few cases where missing letters have been sup-

31 A prominent man in his time, White is unknown today. He was a delegate to the first
annual Negro convention held in Philadelphia in 1831; 2 member of the American Moral
Reform Society; a founder of the Gilbert Lyceum, a Negro literary and debating society of
1841; the founder, and from 1847 on, the manager of Lebanon Cemetery; and the owner of a
highly successful barbering business at 100 Old York Road. So completely has his name
vanished that, except for 2 passing reference in such specialized publications as Henry M.

Minton, Eayly History of Negroes in Business in Philadelphia (1913), it escapes notice even in
a work so full of citations to individuals as Aptheker’s volume (see footnote 26), A picture of
White appears in William Still’s book on page 400.

32 Gara, “William Still,” 33; Siebert, 434, 439. Siebert does not indicate Purvis as a Negro
but that fact is rather more commonly accepted these days,
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The document is divided into two parts

ded to for the Vigilent Committee of Phila

“Record of Cases atten g

by the Agent”; and the Minutes of the Com

Association.

A. BoroMmE
The City College of New York Josern

‘YQ’cord of Cases attended to for the Uigilent
Committee of Phila by the Agent

Man arrested by Constable Hog[g] and

1 rv. N.J. without trial, or without
Committe‘_i . P}?S;l‘l(;t ::Yt?::’dv‘.rt::l& 3;’:-c:rnjpriscm at W::mdbu1’}1‘;1;:;1{1:?1
i 'hean;g :" Caamder,x, N.J. Mr Browning procured as ¢
lmpr}soge a‘rit of habeas corpus from Judge Ford. e ol
o 3; This writ was served upon the keeper g
. 25{ in compliance with the law 1n such ca'ses,th e
i 1d not comply with the writ, not havmgbl e e
r?fu%d - COI;\ \:rlrit has been served upon the constable wThjs %
P ly with it and bring the man to a hear}ng;:he s
f!ISBS'tO Comp¥ the most aggravating cases on record in it ha;
ey Oneﬁ: t instance of a keeper of a prison or coI;'Ls b
i 1:}mb sthe writ of habea corpus; the consta.hlhv.:'a ::;n Ag
i er the prison and the man at_-rlested by 1;1'1 g
ha_S 0 ch?dDr retence of being a fugitive frc;r;-:ll s a;*te)}ry.a i
psg 2 e ?aws of the state of N.J. held at de atncbe A
iﬁi:ﬁ?:;p ::[Tll]ether or not N.J. wiltl s;:ie;ol:rti‘a:: tic;n it
upon with impunity by one sworn to Supf g '
Vge g arrang?}?ent‘s’l{iopéf:: .mOt:l:::gsent to the ?omm;tt;e:
e &:3'. Jumczglvl[umbi]a, from Vir., light complexiongoaN.Y-
i Whlpper;nan sent to Morrisville, from then%e el
i You’r:g thcr’was employed some few weeks at aattending
7 lslanéﬁz; tI‘I?J:gS since left for Canada. The expence
at Mr 5

these two cases was $4.83.

No. 1. June 4, 1839
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Wi\::ef f_«; 5. Jﬁ;{y 3rd  Two cases formerly from Vir., lived with :
s th, ein ere about 1o years, one rather lighter complexion
e other, Brothers, Henry and Isaiah sent to C Hoag Fari i

X |

[lsingto]n to go from thence t
o Canada. Expenses incurred
GlNo. 6. July 6th  One case. Man from Vir. reported Zy $83§,
v'o}icester, at I_’atterson , Wood St., Schuylkill 6th & 7th St sen.t
1% ant Committee of N.Y. Note to W= P. Johnson. expenc.és $ 2to
i (‘)31.-1 7 Juéy Toth NYMan sent to E. Coates by C. Wise grogl
. Orleans. Sent to N.Y.V. Committee. This ma ’
rather light complexion, intell : el s
, gent, has i
on:;.-\r col;u;e{} mgn named Cambwell, expsei‘::zr;lzzcoquamtances "
0.8 July 16th ~ Woman as [sic] J.J.G Bi;s f-'ro
: J.G. m P
VIR;’ Sent to N.Y.V.C. Note to W= P, Johnson. expe:szr ;bzu;g,
o Jaj ;é ngy 1711_!;‘: fWﬁman from Vir. Sent to N.Y.V.C. Repol:teci
-J.G. Bias. Has a father in this city, of whom it is report
he ;\::,fusad hisdaughter helpin the time of iler greatneed. e:[?:r:cz(;3thozt
0. I0. Ja{y 79th  Man from Eastern Shore of Myd. Sem; to
=y ;i, }?\’Eﬂiow]]’G[ro"Ir‘i}. expence 5o cts. reported by Healy
11, July 27t om i
SRR o tntis pson Tambuc to N.Y. None [note]
No. 12. July 20th ~ Woman from Vi
. : r, stout make, dark com-
'p}‘l'?;uon,)atsBurhngtoIr:r, reported by Jos P,arrish (na.mee’ Ma;ry C;r;n
illman). Sent to N.Y.C.V. Note to W= P.J. ex
o] Ence I S
WF::];i :_;t ].fu{é 29th  Case attended to by ].J.GI.) Bias,%réril
f - ;
i gtoln County, Myd. expence $9.50. (omitted in agent’s
August 2nd  Amount of ex, u i
. up to this date $34.60.
. I\;Ic:egﬂsﬂg:ggﬂ gtk ﬁ gentleman from My¢, recommended by
oates, his object bei i
persons in distress, adv;nced 5*3.00. e e e

No. 15. 15th Woman from D
Hias, set 1o NI Nists Cl;fm el. May?, reported by J.J.G.

P

expence $2.00
porter 25
2.25

No. 16. 15th ~ Woman from Blue Ri i
e Ridge, Vir, ¢ [sic] years, light
comp?, elderly, reported by E Coates, sent ,to C’aflada ii co:sr,lpfny
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with Martha White, Pearl St. Phil, Jane Thompson. Note to C.V.
ex[pences] $3.00.

No. 17. August 15th  Boy. A letter intercepted, directed to the
number of a house on Shippen St., in which resided a man by the
name of Day. From the contents of the letter there is no doubt he
intended selling the boy. We had this man taken before Alderman
Hutton, who, at once, decided that this man had no right to send
the boy out of this state, Day having stated before the alderman
that he only intended binding him out. He was taken away and

sent to the poor house.
No. 18. 20th  [Pasted-in newspaper clipping headed “Reported

for the World”]

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS—Before Judge King

Tuesday, August 20, 1839
Slave Case—This morning, at 10 o’clock, according to adjournment,
James, the alleged slave, with his counsel, C. D. Gilpin and G. Griscom,
Esgs., the claimant, Wm. Maxwell, attended by his counsel, Wm. Alleson,
Esq., appeared before Judge King, who, on the testimony of Dr. James
Height and Francis Cann, residents in Kent County, Maryland, decided
that according to the Constitution and laws of the United States, Mr.
Maxwell had clearly established his claim to the services of James. He

accordingly took possession of his property, and the Court adjourned.
The witnesses testified that James was about 3o or 31 years of age;
that they had known him for many years; that he ran away in 1828 from
Mr. Maxwell, and that they had no doubt of his being the same person,
whom from 1823 to 1827 they had been accustomed to see and know as the
dave of Mr. Maxwell. As soon as the decision was given by the Judge,
James was handcuffed, and in that condition will undoubtedly be conveyed

to Maryland.

No. 19-20.  Two men from Vir, lived with Mason, dark comp®,
reported by Robt Ayres. Sent to Wlillow] Glrove], P for Can®.

toll [and] inci. .87
carraiges 3.00
$3-87

No. 21. Sep. 70 Particular case, female at W(illow] Grove].
The Female Vigilant Com* contributed to the case. $10.00
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No. 22. Sep. 24th Woman from [a] h[ote]l, reported by J.J.G. b

Bias, sent to Picks

carraige $2.50
toll 70
$3.20

Oct. 7th ~ Meeting for V. Association at Clarkson Hall $2.00
3 Q0.

No. 23. Oct. 7th Female reported by M
Wlillow] Grove]. expence toll .4}; y Mr. Tambroug. Sent to

No. 24. Oct. 5th ~ Webster, or Ph—s, light complex. Attended

to (l))y Healy & Coates, sent to N.Y.
ct. 7oth ~ Woman representing h in di
! g herself to be in distr i
::i'.cricre: a;: émlljcsmr.h Dark complex®, rather small,npoclli ;?rkcg?l-
she had been shot and i I
e A nd very inhumanely treated. expen|[ces]
14th  Paid for Revd Dan Scott’
by G, Bl s chlurch] for V.C. address
No. 25. Oct. I15th Man, dark complexi
et plexion from Bale
N.ﬁ. for Trinidad. Note to V,Vm. B. Johnson. cxpe::::: $1?é;.sent i
NYO' 26. Oct. 17th  Man light complexion from Vir. sent to

.Y.C.V. for Can®. Note Williams, Junior. ex. $2.45.

N;;. 27-28. 18th  Two cases, man & woman from My sent to
Qus: ertown, to J. Leas—n. ex. two week board 3 carriage 3 toll
in[cidental] $7.09. g

No. 29-30. 27th~ Two boys f

ys from Kent sent to Byb
Iﬁ}v the other 10, by E. Coates. ex. carriage toll $3.75 i
f 0. 31. 28_:): ~ Woman from Vir. emancipated on condition
of going to Liberia. Sent to Byberry, to J. Townsend. ex. carriage
2, 5;\3; toll [and] in[cidental] 56 $3.06 ' 2
0. 32. Nouv. i
i E':;S ov. 7st  Boy light complex. from Bal*, attended by
" i\lﬁy 3_:::2. ;’:}Taé. _5r}zd Eight persons from Vir, a very interesting
anada accompani
can—iag’e el panied by the agent. ex. ballance of
thi\’z.bﬂ. Naa% [70] }Man attended to by Gloucester & Ayres in
sence of agent; from Vir. sent to C.V.N.Y.
Glloucester]. expence ig.oo. i v~
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No. 42-43. Nov.  Two cases, one from Bal, the other from Kent
attended to by E. H. Coates in the absence of agent. exp carriage

$4.00.
No. ¢44-45. Nov. 29th  Woman from Vir, dark comp., sent to

Wiillow] Glrove], man from Vir, light comp., Canada note to
G V.Y

man’s exp. 2.25
carriage 3.00
toll inclidental] .80

6.05

No. 46-47-48. Dec. gth ~ Three cases, Men from Bal®, two rather
light comp., the other dark. Sent to V.C.N.Y. through Attleborough,
by M[ardon] W[ilso]n. expence $4.00.

No. 49. 4th W= Smith from Vir sent to Trinidad.

Samuel Williams from Co[lumbi]a, imposter. This man was
brought to E.H. Coates and feigned himself deaf & dumb, but not
succeeding to his satisfaction, he made a second call representing
himself a slave. He was however detected and finally acknowleded
the fraud, but from the statement made by him, believing him in
want, we gave 20 cts to help him on his way and furnished him with
some food. 20 cts.

7th  Imposter. This was a man of dark complex. representing
himself a slave from Vir. He was rather tall and stout built, large
wiskers. exp. for carriage $3.00.

No. 50. Dec. zoth ~ Man from My? sent to C.V.N.Y. through
Attlebo®. Note. M[ardon] Wi[lso]n ex $3.00.

No. 51. Dec. 18t» ~ Man from Bale reported by J.J.G. Bias,
introduced by Mr. G. Sent to N.Y., note to C.V. ex $2.00.

Dec. 8t Poor man from Mont?, lost his wife .25.

No. 52. Jan. 1st 1840 ~ Man from Kent County Myd. Sent to
N.Y.C.V. Note. Reported by Mr Williams. Boat. ex. $2.00.

No. 53-54-55. Jan. b Three cases, two from Bal, the other
from Vir, exp. carriage § dol. other ex 2, toll 75 cts. $7.75-

No. 56. Jan. zoth ~ Case, man from city sent to N.Y.V.C,,
reported by Mr Peters. ex. $3.00.

Feb. 15th  Postage .71.
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A

No. 57-58. Feb. r9th  Two cases, man & wife, sent to N.Y.C.V.
X.CV

ex to Messenger Colly 6.50
postage &c. 5.00
$11.50

[io.] 59. Feb. ~ Woman, Filbert & 11 st. furnished clothes
I[Nz.% gf i{dﬂrﬁf 2nd L Man sent to country by E. Coates
J 0r. March 2 i

Lyl an sent to N.Y. from Little Elk, reported

[No.] 62. March M
ek 3 an sent to N.Y.C.V,, reported by J.J.G.

March Postage 14————23¢ 3

‘Mrs B— g
9th Richard Harding arrested, discharged
ex. D. Colly 75 cts

i

Minutes of the ‘U{gz’!am Association

At a SPeCIa.I meetlng Of the committ ‘I‘ 1
(<] Of the llant A
: g ssoclation
hcld at t]le IIOUSC Oi Jalllcs (;!bbons n P]ne St!eet aboi’e Slxth

James Gibbons in the chair

The committee appointec} to attend to the case of Boyd Speriman
rl;;p;)ll‘ted progress, when it was on motion resolved that the report
of the committee be accepted. On motion resolved that the committee
appoint to wait on J. C. McCrummil [sic] and Jacob C. White b
(t:ontmlued and that the said committee be and are her[e}by'authoriseg
hcirswalt on i€ Mc(_:rummlll in relation to a woman said to be in
: p;isessmn. On motion resolved that we now procede to an election
(c):r officers for the committee and association to serve for six months.
On motion resolved that Robt B Ayres & James Gibb
Judges for the election. o
Of\’t\]’]hercupo'n the following named persons were duly elected officers
e assoclation and standing committee. Robert Purvis— Presi-

dent, Edwin Coats [sic]—Vice Presi
T resident 16
urer & Robert B Ayres—Secretary. st James Hecdhame=st e
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Standing Committee
James Gibbons George H. Stewart
James J. G. Bias Joseph Healy
Walter Proctor Shepherd Shay
Stephen H. Gloucester Westwood F Keeling
Ralph Smith Samuel Hastings
& Daniel Colly Samuel Levick

Agen t-—Ja.CO‘D C. White

Resolved that a committee of 3 persons be and is hereby appointed
to select a suitable person as counsel for this association. Whereupon
Robert B Ayres, J.J.G. Bias and Jacob C. White were appointed
that committee.

Resolved that Stephen H. Gloucester, James Gibbons & Shepherd
Shay be a committee to draft a set of by laws for the government of
the Standing Committee.

Resolved that the above committee fix the salary for the secretary
and agent.

Adjourned
Jacob C. White Secretary v.c.

At a special meeting of the Vigilant Committee held at house of
Edwin Coats June 1oth 1839, the object of the meeting being stated
to be which was the best course to persue in order to raise funds,
restore confidence and carry out the objects of this committee. On
motion Resolved that a financial committee of five persons be ap-
pointed to procure funds for this association. Whereupon motion,
Robert Purvis, Edward Needles, Joseph Healy, Samuel D. Hastings
& Samuel Levick were appointed that committee. Resolved that the
names of the officers of this association, the Standing committee
& Financial [committee] be announced in the publick papers.
Resolved that those persons who entertain strangers of a certain
description shall be compensated therefor. Resolved that the salary
of the agent shall be 250 per year to commence on the first of June

last.
Adjourned

Jacob C. White, Sec. pro.
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At a special meeting of the Vigilant Committee held on Sunday
afterncon June 16th ’39, the object of the meeting being stated by
Jacob C. White to be relative to a man in distress in Camden,
New Jersey.

The President in the chair

Members present, Daniel Colly, Jacob C. White, Stephen H. Glou-
cester, James Gibbons, Westwood Keeling, James Needham, Shep-
herd Shay.

Resolved that a committee of two persons be and are hereby ap-
pointed to assist the agent in behalf [of] a suffering person in Camden
jail. Whereupon motion, Robert Purvis & Shepherd Shay were ap-
pointed that committee.

Adjourned
Robert B Ayres Secy

At a meeting of the Vigilant Committee held on Monday evening
July 17th 1839 at the house of Edwin Coats. The Vice President in
the chair. The minutes of the previous meeting read and adopted.
On motion resolved that Edward Needles be and is hereby elected
one of the committee in place of Westwood Keeling resifg]ned.
Resolved that Rowland Johnson be and is hereby elected one of
the committee in place of Walter Proctor resi[g]ned. Resolved that
the committee appointed to fix the salery of the agent & secretary
be discharged. Resolved that the agent’s salery shall be two hundred
& fifty dollars per year to commencle] from the first of June last.
Resolved that the Secretary shall receive twenty six dollars per
year for his services to commence from the first of June last.

Resolved the committee appointed to wait on James C. McCrum-
mill be and are hereby discharged from that duty. Resolved that a
committee of three persons be ap[plointed to revise a portion of the
constitution. Wlh]ere upon motion Rowland Johnson, Samuel J.
Levick & Charles W. Gardiner were ap[pjointed that committee.
Resolved that Robert B Ayres will be paid for two books for the use
of the committee, the amount of said bill one dollar & five cents.
Resolved that Ralph Smith’s bill be paid for sundries ending with
the case of Levin Gillis, the amount of said bill.

Adjourned
Robert B Ayres Secy
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At a meeting of the Vigilant Committee held on Friday evening

August 2nd 1839 at the house of Edward [sic] Coats. Edwin Coats

in the chair
Members present

i Daniel Colly
Jacob C. White
James Needham Robt B Ayres
The agent made his report [see Record of pasex 1-13) the
amount colllected since the last meeting— $33. gg
The agent bill for two months services. $4.1.6°
Expences for sundry cases. $34.

Resolved that we adjourn to meet on the We[d]n[e]sday

in September next. : i
R;:olvfd that Jacob C. White’s bill be paid for services  $41.66
Resolved that Edwin Coats bill be paid for one week 1
and medicine for case. $2.12%

i he last meeting. $78.38%4
E[x]pences since the last meeting A

Robert B Ayres Secy

At a meeting of the Vigilant Committee held on Sept. 11th 1839 at
the house of Edwin H Coats
Robert Purvis in the chair

Members present .
J. C. White J. Needham J. Gibbons
E. H. Coats Joseph Healy

The house being called to order by the chairman the house pro-
ceeded to business. The minutes of the preceding were read and
adopted. The agent made his report [See Rec'am' of Cases 14-21]%
Col[l]ections [had come] from Junior A.S. Society by the hand o
Samuel J. Levick—$5.62%4; from David Burton—$0.50; dltt(?
E. Needles—$5; from John D Oliver—$1; from Henry Smith—$1;
Westwood Keeling—$1; Aug 23rd Bethel Church by the‘ hand of
Ignatius Beck, two dollars & fifty three cents; from Morris Hall—
$0.50; Female Vigilant Committee—$10; from George H. Stewart
five dolls; James Gibbons—go.50; James Needham—$o.50; E H
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Coats, thirt i
5 y cents; Joseph Healy—$8; Jacob C White, five dollars—

making in all $46.

Neathoir 45 which was paid over to the treasurer, J.

The agent presented his bill for one month’s services twenty doll
ars

and eighty-three cents which was ordered to be paid $20.83

George
ge H Stewart on account of other engagements sent in hi
5

roesignation which was excepted [sic].

n motion resolved Edwin H. C i

S ¢ _ . Coats was appointed one

lciting committee in the place of Geo. H. Stewart ;fsi'[t]i:sg-
. ed.

Adjourned

é:;aa meeting of the Vigilant Committee held at the house of E H
mant:;r:h]anf 8th 1840, The _house being organized in the usual
e minutes of the previous meeting were read and adopt:d

: Members present
James Gibbons, Robert Purvis, Daniel Colly

Jacob C White, Ralph Smi i
, Ralph Smith & E
Coats, James Needham ik

The agent made his re i
{ port, when it was on moti
ggent s report be accepted [see Record of Ca.r:r ;g_z?OIVEd i
EnH ng:z:l tlc":'.enslollxcred tI;la_t lthn;-, sum of sixty dollars be presented to
s ake up his loss sustained by an indivi
care of the Committee. On moti il
. on resolved that the bill
l})észllle del-rllt for services be paid. The amount of s:;.id1 bill)lr?sented
appl)i::edtaa: Edwin H Coats and Jacob C White be and are he::j-;%f};
ommitt i i
pmiptal ee to have circulars printed for the use of the
On motion resolved that th i
- the resolution which . . . giv
;itiz)src?n;a;ﬁzr)lz{ be lrecgnmdered. Resolved that the Se%reet:r;h:a;\s:rcy-
- Resolved that the treasurer’s acc i
_ ount be |
the next meeting. Resolved that Robert Purvis auu:'ia ;;jpﬁzsr;;

G ucester be l'ld P pp ed to wait on .‘.;e‘ y
10 a are hel eb a oint
the retary in

Adjourned
Robert B Ayres Secy
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Edwin H Coats report on January gth 1840, 1[st] month 13th 1840,
money received from the 11th of the gth month 1839 to the 13th of
the first month 1840.

John Child g2.00  CC Jackson $1.00
Mary P. Acgun 1.00 Cash .50
Joshua Hallowell 100  Jas A Wright 1.00
Henry Grew 2.00 Daniel Neal Sen* 1.00
Rudolph Justice 100  Cash 3.00
Ester Justice 2.00 A Colan 1.00
Samuel Truman 1.00 Cash collected at anti-
John M Cavender 3.00 slavery meeting. 35
Nathan Thorn 3.00 Elizabeth Urls §.00
John Atkinson 1.00 Elizabeth Shain 1.00
Cash 1.00 Sarah Pearson 1.00
Cash 2.32 Peter Whright 1.00
Cash .50 William Biddle 1.00
Cash from one not Cash 1.00
antislavery s00 M Vaux 5.00
Delwin & Sarah Parrish 4.00 Cash 2%
Jonathan Pickering 2.0c0  Cash .50
T S Cavender 1.00  Joseph Wood 5.00
James Lindsey 1.00  Cash .50
Cash from a friend r.oo  Isaac Michener 1.50
Cash from a friend 1.00 J White 1.00
Cash 100  Cash from a friend 3.00
Cash .25 Rudolph Justice 1.c0
David Ellis sgoo  Cash 1.00
Elizabeth Bunting for William Marrott 1.00
S Mott 5.00 Sarah Curtis 2.00
Robert E Evans 1.00 Edwin H Coats 2.00
Clementina Green 1.00 Cash from a young woman  4.00
Cash from a friend .50 —
Cash from a friend .50 95.94%%

At a meeting of the Vigilant Committee held on Monday afternoon
Dec™ 14th 1840

Members present
R Purvis, S Gloucester, Jacob C. White, James J. G. Bias, J. Need-
ham, D.A. Paine [sic], C W. Gardiner, John D. Oliver.
The minutes of the procedeing meeting was read when, on motion,
the committee on the secretary’s case was continued.
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When Jacob C. White, late agent made his report.

Resolved that the late agent’s bill be paid—the agent’s resignation
was excepted.

At a meeting of the Vigilant Committee held on Thursday evening
Dec™ 17th 1840

Robert Purvis in the chair
Members present

Jacob C. White James Needham
J.J.G.Bias S.H. Gloucester

The following persons were chosen to fill the places of Edwin Coates,
S. D. Hastings, Ralph Smith, D. Colly, S. Levick, J. Gibbons, Geo.
H Stewart, & Joseph Healy, viz. Robert Forten, D. A. Payne,
C. W. Gardiner, D. Oliver, Geo. Rice, Johnathan Tudas & [Daniel]
Scott.

The committee on Robert B. Ayres’ case reported that they had
made settlement with him for the sum of ten dollars, and given him
an order for that amount, Mr. Ayres holding in his hands three dollars
and 11 cts collected for the Vigilance [Committee], of which they
had no knowledge at the time, and which since was not included in
the settlement. The committee’s report was received, after which
Mr. Ayres stated that his settlement with the Committee included
the 3 dols & 11 cts held in his hands, which, with the ten dollars
order made 13 dollars 11 cts the amount of settlement; this statement
of Mr. Ayres was denyed by the committee. Mr. S. H. Gloucester, one
of the committee to settle with Mr. Ayres, moved the following
resolution, seconded by J. C. White. Resolved that a committee
be appointed to wait on Mr Ayres and procure from him such col-
lections as he acknowledges to have received for the Vigilant Com-
mittee and to take such steps as they may think proper, and report,
carried. Stephen H. Gloucester and J. C. White were appointed to
carry out the above resolution. Robert Ayres resigned the secretary-
ship which was accepted. Jacob C. White was appointed secretary.
S. H. Gloucester, J. J. G. Bias & Johnathan Tudas were appointed a
committee to procure a place for a public meeting of the Vigilant
Association, and have an address for the benefit of the Vigilant Com-
mittee.
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Robert Purvis, J. J. G. Bias & L. Johnson were appointed an acting

ittee for one month. _
f:’é‘_l :llllrn:?l after which Mr. Ayres wished to have the 1Ic:|.1|.!21 of an\{ c;f
thé] book[s]’ of the Committee; the Committee reorganize an :

i t was not granted.
Ayres asked for the book, which reques o Whits, See

Phil., April :.:sth 1841
At a special meeting of the Vigilant Committee of ?hll.
Robert Purvis, President, in the chair

: ort receaved, com-
Committee on Robert Ayres’ case reported, rep .

i discharged.
?L?e:onifnittei appointed to procure an address were not present.
i i Mott.
tion of $10 was received from Mrs. :
%df’zivliznrepoited that 11 cases had been attended [to] since (I:aslt
m.eeting of the Committee, the expences were 18 dols 50 Ct]-f{ch (;1 ;
lected 18 doll, leaving a balance of 5o cts for Mr. Purvis w
ives the committee. ;
%:Ivessﬁ Purvis, Gardiner, & Payne were appomted to makﬁ all n::.e
arrangements for a soiree to be held at s.uch time & place as they may
ionate for the benefit of the Committee. '
%E:lriﬁrs present R. Purvis, Cha®. W. Gardiner, Daniel A. Payne,
. C. White.
James Needham, Robert Forten, J st
Jacob C. White, Sec.

Phil., June 12th 1841

A special meeting of the Vigilant Committee was held at the house

t Purvis. .
SElRR President in the chair

i i d approved. _
Minutes of last meeting read an
The Committee appointed to make arrangements for a dso}llre:;: }f:r
the benefit of the funds of the Vigilant Committee, reported that they

had attended to the duty of said appointment, & that every effort

was I]lad to 1 etin pI Oﬁta. bl tertaint to th-e
e & enter 1 ng
e en del‘ the me g

i i d.
bl well as beneficial to the oppresse
Ecl: 4;cdisllars & 45 cents, which was receaved by the treasurer.
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R. Purvis reported that 14 cases had been attended to since last
meeting, and that 6 cases was still on hand. 8 dollars & 75 cents was
receaved from Chas. W. Gardiner & 3 dollars & 82 cts collected by
Hetty Reckless. Voted that the present acting committee, Robert
Purvis, J. J. G. Bias & L. Johnson, be and are hereby releaved from
their duty with the thanks of this Committee for the prompt and
efficient manner they have attended and disposed of the cases com-
ming under their notice. Resolved that J. D. Oliver, D. A. Payne
& Shepherd Shay compose the acting Committee for 3 months, and
that Robert Purvis & J. J. G. Bias be associated with them as an
advisory committee with full power to dispose of all cases comming
under their care & may call the Vigilant Committee together on
cases of immergency.

Robert Purvis was appointed to take proper notice of an advertise-
ment which appeared in the “Public Ledger” offering a reward for
a fugitive from slavery. The advertisement alluded to was in the
Ledger of the gth inst. The sum of 25 cts was pd in by a member of
this Committee, Mr Payne.
Present, Robert Purvis, J. J. G. Bias, D. A. Payne, Johnathan
Tudas, Lymus Johnson, [Daniel] Scott, George D. Rice.

Adjourned to meet on Monday next the 14th inst.
Jacob C. White, Sec.

Phil., June 14th 1841
As a special meeting of the Vigilant Committee of Phil held at the
house of Mr, Robert Purvis.

Stephen H. Gloucester called to the chair

Resolved that a committee of 3 be and are hereby appointed to
solicit collections from all the churches, on the 4th of July next, for
the benefit of the funds of the Vigilant Committee, & the same are
further appointed to make suitable arrangements, for the first of
August. Committee J. D. Oliver, S. H. Gloucester & Robert Purvis,
who are also appointed to revive the auxilaries to the Vigilant
Committee.

Acting Committee reported one case attended to since last meeting,
expences g dollars.

Adjourned to meet Wednesday evening 23d inst.
Jacob C. White, Sec.
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Phil., June 23d 1841
: 4 b
At a special meeting of the Vigilant Committee of Phi® held at the
house of Mr. Robert Purvis.

President in the chair.

1968

take notice of an advertisement in the
i mature
i h inst) reported that upon ma
ic Ledger (see Minute 12th 1n : e
1gullijl;l:ecrationghe had concluded that it was bes!: that trl:;s \:}?iTh it
s;:oulcl not notice said advertisement & gave his reaso

idered conclusive. :
EI?;Slizrgng Committee reported two cases ai:tvandecl]:’teail Fxp:}r:::ugﬁ
d lTars 5o cts. Robert Purvis reported $15 collected by dm(; il
hz Edd. M. Davis. J. D. Oliver reported $5.80 exp}f:n e e
lrdin -17 dollars, 8 dols 5o cts. There was an mterch angeocmdon.
;:nurelaigtion to disconnecting the committee from the ass :

deffinite action. ; acalt
nonery interesting case was before the committee & occupye

ir attention for the evening. . s
;i:r}rﬁirz present, Robert Purvis, J.J. G. Bias, D. A. Payne, [Daniel]

Scott, George Rice.

The committee appointed to

Jacob C. White, Sec.

Phil., Sep 2nd 1841

At a special meeting of the Vigilant Association, held at the house

t Purvis. .
of Mr. Rob Presideﬂt in the cha.ll'

i eting read and approved. 3
?ﬁ:u;iiiﬁglgn:n;ittef reported the amount collected $65.75, bal
i d $1.2¢. Cases attended to 32. :
?:'Zeas‘:rz: r;eps;)rtesd that he had receaved from Mr. Cc;llg;rs:s t(l':iln:al
Bethel Ch collection $13; also coll_ectior; tzki;-_n. at ;?Zl ; iery g
ippen, at the celebration of abolition
%t:;t?s;lo\wﬁf SEI%I;& tile Sabbath School 2nd August 1841, amount of
: .Q'o- . .
tl;\?ilkg;?:ef ?s.tated that David Kline had spoken dlsrespect{igf tiitl;i
committee at a public meeting. Whereupon 1t was r_esod s
J. D. Oliver and D. A. Payne be and are hereby appointed to
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said charges.
Adjourned to meet on Wednesday next
Jacob C. White

Phil., Oct 8th 1841
Vigilant Com® met.

Few present

Adjourned to meet on Monday next 11th inst.
Jacob C. White

Phil., Oct 11th 1841

Vigilant Committee met as per adjournment at the house of Mr.

Robt. Purvis.

President in the chair.
Minutes of last meeting approved.
Messrs Oliver & Payne reported that in discharge of their duty they
had waited on Mr. Kline, and that he refused to meet this com-
mittee or to give any satisfaction. The report was accepted and the
committee think it inexpedient the [sic] prosecute the matter any
further, thinking it unworthy of further notice.
The Active Committee reported that they had collected $48.48,
having in hand 3.7224. Cases attended to 17.
Messrs Oliver & Payne by request consent to serve for 3 months
longer on the Active Committee. S. H. Gloucester was appointed to
fill Mr. Shay[’s] place, his time having expired and he being unwilling
to continue his services.

Jacob C. White, Sec.

Jan 1g9th 1842
At a special meeting of the Vigilant Committee met at the house
of Mr. Rob. Purvis.

President in the chair
Minutes of last meeting read & approved.
Robert Purvis was appointed a committee to wait on Cha®. W.
Gardiner and make arrangements with him to give an antislavery
lecture & take a collection for the Vigilant Committee.
J. C. White stated that he had in hand $3.97, the collection taken

July
on said Kline and request him to meet the committee and substanate
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th St paid
at the concert of Page, in December, at the 1* Pres Ch 7% S, p

over by Chas W. Gardiner.

H the 2 th jnst.
Adjourned to meet on Monday evening 4 Jacob C. White

Jan. 24'" 1842
No business transacted, owing to the: s;m;;.llnvesr,s;C (::‘f?v ;l;tee members
present. Present, Rob. Purvis, J. D. Oliver, &J.C. :

Phi., Dec 28"
i . T. C. White Sec;
i C. W. Gardiner chosen Pres.; ] '
iﬁe;:; gciin'\gir A. Burleigh, James McCrum!}lllé 1:;;.?1; L%s:; :
y : obE i diner, J. C. ite; ;
i Com. Robert Purvis, C. W. Gar 5 :
?od;::\?iz m(:,ans, Purvis, R. Forten, James McCrummill.

Phil., Dec 28" 1843 f
i 1 he purpose o
i t see entry following] called f:_)r t
i afn‘;;l::g Tl:: l{}iggi[lant Committee the following persons w:f
ri?:ursgen to compose that committee v.tith power to ﬁllealﬁaEc:ten
ilobert Purvis, C. W. Gardiner, ]I.)]. Biaf., { D. ]Oal;a:,Mscr m(:‘ mm,’
. C. White, Peter Lester, }
k{;;lgrg;}x:ﬁnbjzﬁ Collins, W=. A. Burley [sic], [Walter] Proctor,
3 e . :
kless, J Miller [McKim]. :
}'gﬁzwc?;;i:::e Imet immediately aft_er the adjournmgpt o{)rzl;:.
public meeting and organized by:r choosing %as.:ﬁ ]?i?-{e;gn}fr Jamé;
i : Lester Treasurer; Y™ A. 5 (
LG o - ¢ Committee; Robert Purvis,
1l & Peter Lester Acting Lommittee;
%C\%nggimr’ J. C. White Advisory‘Commlttce; Robert Forten,
: Crummell Committee to devise means.
]Aacgl:srlr\\jeil trclr1 meet on Monday afternoon at 3 © clock at the house
of C. W. Gardiner 7% below Lombard.

At a public meeting held in the colored Presbytg}'ianl Cl'él:lt_:gi r:::;
i 843—Charles
ening the 28th of December 1 . ;
E;E:?: ?:(h:‘::hairg& J. M. McKim secretary—the following preamble
i re unanimously adopted. '
: l\-;s}?lut;znist “:;eour duty to “remember them that are in bonds attz
b cf t\"fjitl's them”’ & to aid them by all moral & pe?.ccable' mean:i :
n?:l?e their escape from oppression; and 'wl_\ereas in .the fil.;c:;tomg.
spread of antislavery truths & the multiplied facilities fo
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plishing their purpose the number of toil-worn fugitives from
Southern injustice & slaveholding cruelty has increased to such an
extent as to make it necessary for their friends in this city to adopt
more liberal & systematic measures to aid them in their efforts to
escape, therefore

Resolved, that it is proper to revive & reconstitute without delay
the Vigilance Committee of Phil®,

Resolved, that it be recommended of the different religious de-
nominations of this city to form associations auxiliary to the Vigi-
lance Committee or to adopt such measures as they may deem suit-
able for the purpose of raising funds to enable that committee to
aid in his escape the flying bondsman.

In accordance with the first resolution, a committee of fifteen,
consisting mainly of persons who had been members of the old
committee were appointed as “the Vigilance Committee of Phil*”.
Their names are Rev. Charles Gardner, Robert Purvis, Robert For-
ten, Jn. D. Oliver, J. J. G. Bias, Limas Johnson, Hester Reckless,
Jacob C. White, Peter Lester, Jas. McCrummel, Rev. Alex". Crum-
mell, [D.] Collins, W=, A. Burley, Rev. M. Proctor.

J. J. G. Bias & Jas. McCrummell were appointed a committee to
make inquiries in regard to an alleged case of arrest of fugitives
from slavery, notice of which had been read from the Daily Phile,
Press, & the meeting then adjourned.

J. M. McKim, Secs.
Phil*,, Dec. 28/43

Jan. 1%t 1844
At a meeting of the Vigilant Committee held on Monday afternoon
at the house of C. W. Gardiner.
Present C. W. Gardiner, Rob*. Purvis, Robt. Forten, W=. A. Bur-
leigh, J. C. White. No business done further than an interchange of
views in relation to the efforts of the committee.

J. C. White, Sec.

Phil Feb. 1gth/44
At a special meeting of the Vigilant Com held at the house of Mr.
J. J. G. Bias.
The Pres stated the object of the meeting to be the consideration
of a communication which appeared in the “Weekly Elevator” of
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the 17t inst. charging the Vigilant Com*® of P.hil‘. with withholding
from a Mrs. Harriet Bayley a collection which was taken for her
benefit, also charging an individual, name !)l.ank, with saying tha‘;t
he had left the money at home and promising to send it to said
Mrs Bayley but neglecting so to do & said communication b‘ng
over the signature of Jacob B. Young, sec. of the Union Vigilant
Harmonic Association. After a short conference on the s_ubject it
was thought advisable to appoint a committee to investigate the
matter. W=, A. Burleigh & J. C. White were appointed.

Adjourned to meet at the call of the Pres. .

Members present C. W. Gardiner, James McC.rummﬂl, J. ]._G.
Bias, Peter Lester, Robert Purvis, W=. A. Burleigh, J. C. White.

Phil, March 11%%/44
At an adjourned meeting of the Phil Vigilant Committee

Met at the house of Mr. J. J. G. Bias. ]

The committee appointed to investigate the charges r'nacle against
the Phil Vigilant Committee in a communication, which appeared
in the ‘Elevator’ of the 17th ultimo, macEc report.

The purpose of which was that the said Mfs. Bayley, was under
the charge of the committee, and left Phl* in company with Mr
Douglass, that Mr. J. J. G. Bias met them at the boat and is no
doubt the person alluded to as stating that he had left the money
at home. The letter of which this extract was taken was addressed
to Mr. Adams of the city. Mr. A refused to show the letter, but said
that it was not a correct extract from the letter. Jacob B. ?’oung,
sec? of the ‘Union Vigilant Harmonious Association’, was waited on
but declined to give any information relative to said extract.

This report elicited pertinent remarks from several members of
the Com®. Mr. J. J. G. Bias the person who went to the boat to see
Mrs. Bayley off was present. Mr. B denied saying to Mrs. B'ayley
that he had left the money at home and promising to send it on.
Mr. Bias says that he stated to Mr. Douglass t_hat he h:?.d no funds
belonging to the Com** nor had he any of his own with him, he
would lay the matter before the Com** and he had no doubt they
would forward the money. eth

Mr. Bias also made a statement showing that the money in Eus
hands were properly appropriated prior to Mrs. Bayley leaving Phil®.
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He receaved from anti slavery meeting $2, from Rev?. Cha.
W. Gardiner $9, making $11; expended for three cases $10.75.

Mr Bias’ statement being statisfactory to the committee, the
following Resolution was unanimously adopted—

Whereas a communication published in the ‘Elevator’ 17th Feb.
said to be an “extract from a letter from Mrs. Harriet Bayley”
charging the person who was at the wharf the morning she started
with having made false representations to her with regard to pec-
uniary aid, and whereas Mr. J. J. G. Bias was the person who went
to the boat to see Mrs. Bayley off, and whereas we have full & satis-
factory evidence that Mr. Bias had no money of the Com®* to apply
to such purpose and therefore could not have made any such repre-
sentation & pretenses,

Therefore resolved that We the Phil* Vigilant Com*** deem it our
duty to relieve Mr. Bias from the unfavorable impression which this
imputation is calculated to excite in the public mind, as far as is
in our power.

Resolved that we tender Mr. Bias our sympathies under the
suffering which this charge may have occationed.

The Secretary was instructed to address a letter to Mr. Douglass
on this subject.

Members present: C. W. Gardiner, Alex Crummell, James Mec-
Crummell, W=, A. Burleigh, J. J. G. Bias, Peter Lester, J. C. White,
Mr. Torry. Peter Brook was present.

Phil., March 20t/44
At a special meeting of the Phil Vigilant Committee held at the
house of the Rev. C. W. Gardiner. The object of the meeting being
to hear some propersition from Mr. Torry.
The document refered was then read after which it was resolved
that this committee have full confidence in the fidelity and faith-
fulness of Mr. Torry in his labour in behalf of suffering humanity.

Phi., July 25%/44
At a special meeting of the Phi Vigilant Com®¢ held at the house of
Rev. C. W. Gardner.
Voted that G. W. Bolivar be substituted in place of Rob Purvis,
and Mr. [Rowland?] Johnson in place of Lymus Johnson.
G. W. Bolivar, Johnson & Crummell were appointed a committee
for the next three months.
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Appendix
PartiaL ListinGg oF ProMiNENT MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE
+ Known to be Colored * Probably colored
1 Robert B. Ayres e aailo; i
d entis :
I{Nﬁ?:nzoskmﬁssggh " member, 1842 Comrplttee to Celebrate West
Indies Emancipation
Edwin H. Coates tajllqr
t+ Alexander Crummell ?umster
t B, Forten armer :
I‘Iéﬁ::lrcs W. Gardiner pastor, First Presbyterian Church

Philadelphia editor of the Colored American
Tompn Ry z:nad lederaof Central Presbyterian Church

i merchant and corresponding secretary of
i T Philadelphia County Anti-Slavery SocmLy
member, executive committee to get su
o script;ons for the Pennsylvania Freeman
* is Joh rter / i
k?\:;zg::{l) ]ﬁmon Fnoembe;, Junior Anti-Slavery Society
Westwood F. Keeling cﬁnfecn‘:ner
* shoemaker ! Y y
g::rfflejl-?tircvick member, Junior Anti-Slavery Society and its

Committee for Improving the Moral and
Intellectual Condition of Colored People

. McCrummell  dentist ] 4 :
i %:ﬁ:: gliile: N?:Kim agent, Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society

treasurer, Philadelphia Library Company of
e Colored Persons
Edward Needles dmggs& B
i oyster dea J §
T{;)rrﬁe?h?g:;;e cl}::rgyman, African Methodist Episcopal
Church i
astor, Bethel Chure .
¢ g:i::: 1}{,2}%:;5 ?nembz:r, Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery
Society
" D. Rice. orter ) :
i %:::i%f Scott ¥ pminister, Union Baptist Church
Shepherd Shay clothing dealer
Ralph Smith carpenter ;
lunteer captain who led 500 Negroes to
"ot Jooas wb?:i.lld Il’.‘dOlll:l'th at Gray’s Ferry during War
of 1812

T Jacob C. White barber and hair dresser




